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Michigan Merit Curriculum
High School Graduation Requirements

	Subject Area
	Description
	Personal Curriculum

(Modifications)

	English

Language Arts

4 Credits
	· Aligned with subject area content expectations developed by the Department and approved by the State Board of Education
	· No modifications except for students with an IEP

	Mathematics

4 Credits
	· Algebra 1
· Geometry
· Algebra 2 (algebra 2 may be taken over a 2 yr. Period for 2 credits or 1.5 yrs for 1.5 credits)

· Algebra 2 can be substituted with a CTE program if the student successfully completes the tested content
· 1 additional math or math related credit or a course in financial literacy

· 1 math or math related credit must be taken in the last year of high school
	· Complete at least 3.5 math or math related credits
· Complete a math or math related credit in the final 2 years

OR

· Complete a two year Career and Technical Education curriculum, which includes Algebra 2 content as assessed on State assessments

OR

· Completes 1 semester of statistics or technical math



	Science

3 Credits
	· Biology

· Chemistry, Physics, Anatomy or agricultural science
· 1 additional credit that covers same content as Chemistry or Physics benchmarks
· Additional credit can be a CTE program in MDE approved Computer Science or other CTE program  (regardless of content)
	· No modifications except for students with an IEP

	Social Studies

3 Credits
	· .5 Civics

· .5 Economics

· U.S. History and Geography

· World History and Geography


	· No modification to Civics

· 2 credits must be earned
· Modified only if the student takes an additional credit beyond the required credits in English Language Arts, Math, Science, or World Languages
OR

· Completes a CTE program

	Health and Physical Education

1 Credit
	· 1 Credit developed by the Michigan Department of Education
OR

· .5 credit in health and .5 credit in an extra-curricular activity that involves physical activity
	· Modification only if student takes additional credit(s) beyond the required credits in English Language Arts, Math, Science, or World Languages
OR

· Completes a CTE Program

	Visual, Performing, Applied Arts

1 Credit
	· Credit guidelines developed by the Michigan Department of Education
	· Modification only if student takes additional credit(s) beyond the required credits in English Language Arts, Math, Science, or World Languages
OR

· Completes a CTE Program

	World Language

2 Credits
	· Credits are earned in grades K-12 (course content must be age appropriate- not H.S. equivalent)
OR

· An equivalent learning experience in grades K-12
· Pupils graduating in 2015-16 through 2019-20 may substitute 1 credit in CTE or Visual Performing Arts
	· No modifications

	Online Learning Experience
	Online course or learning experience

OR

Online experience is incorporated into each of the required credits
	· No modifications


NOTES: Every class will need a MINIMUM of 24 total credits in order to graduate from Vicksburg High School.  Additional restrictions may apply to CTE programs, Personal Curriculums and Special Education students.  
NEED A TRANSCRIPT?
Transcript requests must now be done online
Creating an Account:
1) Go to www.parchment.com

2) Click on the box at the bottom that says, “SIGN UP”
3) Click on the circle that says you are a student.

4) Enter you email address, password and security questions/ Click Save and Continue
5) Enter your identifying information and username. Click Continue.

6) Agree to the Parchment terms of service and click on parent permission circle.

7) Enter contact information (City, State, Zip code and phone number)

8) Choose to “OPT IN” or “OPT OUT” of putting your information out there for colleges and scholarship organizations.
9) CLICK SUBMIT
10) Activate your account by responding to the confirmation email you will receive from Parchment. (Be sure to check your ‘junk’ folder if you do not see the email).
11) Enter enrollment information
12) Parent signature (sign with the mouse, DO NOT NEED A CODE)

13) You need to ADD your high school to your account and follow the directions after that.
Parchment Secure Transcript Ordering – Using Your Account:

1) Go to www.Parchment.com

2) Enter your email address and your password and click Sign In.

3) Go to MY TRANSCRIPTS then the DELIVER tab then ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS to request a transcript.
4) Follow the instructions for selecting colleges to which your transcript should be sent. For other organizations, such as scholarship providers, click the link under “Select Other Destinations” or “NCAA” and enter the information requested. NOTE: You may click on the Order Status tab to view the current status of any transcript you have already ordered. You will also receive emails confirming the progress of your transcript requests at each step in the process.

**If you have any problems during the registration or ordering process please go to

www.parchment.com – click on “contact us” select “students/parents” and fill out the

form with your name, school name, and details of the issue you are having.
VICKSBURG HIGH SCHOOL

CAREER PATHWAYS

ARTS AND COMMUNICATION PATHWAY

The Arts and Communication Pathway includes careers related to the humanities and to the performing, visual, literary and media arts.


Characteristics of this pathway include:

· Creative thinkers
· Individuals who are imaginative, innovative and original
· Individuals who like to communicate ideas
Interests and abilities typical of this pathway include:

· Strong communication and interpersonal skills
· A special talent in performing (acting, singing, or dancing)
· The ability to write or draw creatively
Careers in this pathway may include:

Specific examples include:


Creative or Technical Writing


Artists


Illustrating





Journalists


Graphic Designing




Industrial Designers


Publishing





Musicians


Theater Arts





Photographers


Journalism





Theater Technicians


Languages


Radio and Television Broadcasting


Photography


Advertising


Public Relations

BUSINESS, MANAGEMENT, MARKETING AND TECHNOLOGY PATHWAY

The Business, Management, Marketing and Technology Pathway includes careers related to all aspects of business including accounting, business administration, finance, information processing, and marketing.


Characteristics of this pathway:

· Work that involves convincing others of your point of view
· Work with ideas, products and people
· Working with computer technology
· Working in a competitive work environment
· Work which is structured with clear guidelines
· Working indoors
· Planning and directing the activities of an organization


Interests and abilities typical of this pathway:

· Strong communication and interpersonal skills
· The ability to think logically and make decisions
· The desire to perform detail work with numbers or words
· The ability to meet and talk with new acquaintances
· The ability to inspire customer confidence

Careers in this pathway may include:

Specific examples include:



Entrepreneurship



Accountants



Sales





Business Managers



Marketing




Salespersons



Hospitality and Tourism


Buyers



Computer/Information Systems


Computer Network



Finance





Administrators



Accounting




Secretaries



Office Administration



Stock Analysis



Personnel







Economics



Management

ENGINEERING, MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL

 TECHNOLOGY PATHWAY

The Engineering, Manufacturing and Industrial Technology Pathway includes careers related to the technologies necessary to design, develop, install, or maintain physical systems.


Characteristics of this pathway include:

· Figuring out how things work
· Building things
· Working with your hands
Interests and abilities typical of this pathway include:

· The ability to use tools to properly gather data
· The ability to understand and interpret data
· The ability to think independently to solve problems and draw conclusions
· The ability to read and understand technical information
Careers in this pathway may include:

Specific examples include:

Designing





Architects

Engineering and Science



Airplane Pilots

Service Technicians



Engineers

Manufacturing Technology


Carpenters

Transportation




Microcomputer Specialists

Construction




Equipment Operators








Technicians








Mechanics

HEALTH SCIENCES PATHWAY

The Health Sciences Pathway includes careers related to the promotion of health, as well as, the treatment of injuries, conditions, and disease.


Characteristics of this pathway include:

· Helping people when they are sick
· Learning about diseases and how the body works
Interests and abilities typical of this pathway include:

· An interest in the science field
· The ability to make decisions
· The ability to work under stress
· Flexibility, willingness to change
· Patience and understanding
· Self-discipline
· The desire to serve or help other people
· The willingness to work as part of a team
Careers in this pathway may include:

Specific examples include:



Medicine





Physicians



Dentistry





Nurses



Nursing





Pharmacists



Therapy and Rehabilitation



Health Facility

Nutrition





Administrators



Fitness and Hygiene




Dental Assistants


Public Health





Medical Technicians

Physical Therapists





HUMAN SERVICES PATHWAY

The Human Services Pathway includes careers in child care, civil service, education, hospitality, and the social services.


Characteristics of this pathway include:

· Working directly with people or groups of people
· Working with people to help solve problems
· Making things better for other people
Interests and abilities typical of this pathway include:

· The ability to lead and/or influence others
· The ability to work under stress
· Enthusiasm
· Flexibility
· Patience and understanding
· Self-discipline
· The ability to speak and write well
· The desire to serve or help other people
· The willingness to work as part of a team
Careers in this pathway may include:

Specific examples include:



Law and Legal Studies



Postal Workers


Law Enforcement




Police Officers


Public Administration




Lawyers

Child and Family Services



Teachers


Social Services




Counselors


Public and Private Education



School Administrators









Fire Fighters









Clergy









Social Workers

NATURAL RESOURCES AND AGRISCIENCE PATHWAY

The Natural Resources and Agriscience Pathway includes careers related to natural resources, agriculture and the environment.


Characteristics of this pathway include:

· Working outdoors with plants and/or animals
· Improving the environment
· Studying wildlife
Interests and abilities typical of this pathway include:

· The ability to use tools to properly gather data
· The ability to understand and interpret data
· The ability to think independently to solve problems and draw conclusions
· The ability to read and understand technical information
Careers in this pathway may include:

Specific examples include:



Agriculture




Environmentalists


Earth Sciences




Turf Grass Managers


Environmental Sciences


Farmers


Fisheries Management


Landscape Architects


Forestry




Plant Scientists



Horticulture




Marine Biologists


Wildlife Management



Agricultural Equipment 



Veterinary Science



Mechanics









Conservation Officer









Meteorologist









Forester









Veterinarians

APPLIED TECHNOLOGIES

Computerized Manufacturing I (EFE)
Grade Level:  9, 10, 11, 12
1 or 2 Credits
This exciting, fast-paced pre-engineering course provides advanced technology training in computer-aided design and computer manufacturing systems.  All equipment is state of the art including Haas and Mazak CNC machining centers.  The course uses CAD software including Solidworks, Mastercam and Keycreator.  It also features demonstrations and maximizes student laboratory work (80% hands-on).  Students gain planning, organizing and decision-making skills while also developing acceptable attitude, interpersonal and equipment-related skills.  Paid co-op opportunities are available to second-year students who are placed at local manufacturers.  Computerized Manufacturing prepares students for immediate employment, advanced schooling and/or apprenticeship opportunities with local area employers.  Students may take this course for two years.

*Potential for articulated credits with Ferris State University and Kalamazoo Valley Community College
*4th Related Math and Visual Performing & Applied Arts Credit.  *See your counselor for possible 3rd Science and/or 2nd World Language Credit

Prerequisite:  Engineering Design is preferred
Computerized Manufacturing II (EFE)
Grade Level:  10, 11, 12
1 or 2 Credits
Continuation of Computerized Manufacturing I.  Stressing safety and advanced machining practices on larger, more complex projects.  Complex fixtures, jigs and cutting tools, designed for production manufacturing will be produced.   The student will study simple SPC and more advanced inspection methods, design and manufacturing of molds, dies, and other selected tool making projects.  Additionally there will be exposure to CAD/CAM programming leading to CNC milling, and turning.  This course may be taken for 2 years.  
*Potential for articulated credits with Ferris State University and Kalamazoo Valley Community College
*Visual and Performing Arts and 4th Related Math Credit. *See your counselor for possible 3rd Science and/or 2nd World Language Credit

Prerequisite: Computerized Manufacturing I
BUSINESS

Introduction to Business
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit

A study of the basics of our business system.  Topics include basic economics, current events that relate to the economy, marketing, business ownership, employment-careers, and other areas of class interest.  There will be weekly writing assignments, usually done in class.  Reading will be assigned from the textbook, newspaper and magazines.  This class must be taken for a full semester (18 weeks). There will be 0 - 2 hours of homework per week.

Prerequisite:  None

Business Management Admin I (EFE)
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

1 Credit
Have you ever wondered how to build a computer, how much a computer costs, what is the best software to use for various projects or what career you should pursue?  BMA I helps answer these questions and more.  You will create business projects and conduct career research using the Internet, MS Word, MS Excel, MS Publisher and MS PowerPoint.  You will create portfolios that can be used in a job interview or for a college review board.  Seniors have the opportunity to receive an EFE scholarship for college.  This class must be taken for a full year. Homework will depend on the student’s keying skills and will vary from 0 to 2 hours per week and should be done in one of the school computer labs.  This class provides online MME Math and English preparation.  Potential for articulation credits with Baker College, Davenport University, Ferris State University, and Kalamazoo Valley Community College.  
*4th Related Math and Visual Performing & Applied Arts Credit.  *See your counselor for possible 3rd Science and/or 2nd World Language Credit

Prerequisite: None.  

Business Management Admin II (EFE)
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12





1 Credit
Do you want to learn more advanced software techniques?  Are you interested in pursuing business as your career choice?  BMA 2 is the course for you.  You will use advanced computer technology, word processing, spreadsheet, desktop publishing, and the Internet to complete business projects.  You are a designer for the School Newsletter (VHS Voice).  You will conduct Internet career research to enhance your career portfolio and develop a short folio that can be used for a job or college interview. You will learn techniques for E-Commerce, International Marketing, and Small Business Plans.  Seniors have the opportunity to receive an EFE Scholarship for college.  This class must be taken for a full year (36 weeks).  Homework will depend on the student’s keying skills and will vary from 0 to 2 hours per week and should be done in one of the school computer labs.  This class provides online MME Math and English preparation.  Potential for articulation credits with Baker College, Davenport University, Ferris State University, and Kalamazoo Valley Community College.  

*4th Related Math and Visual Performing & Applied Arts Credit.  *See your counselor for possible 3rd Science and/or 2nd World Language Credit

Prerequisite:  BMA I.  
School Store Operations


Grade Levels: 9, 10, 11, 12




1 Credit
Students are responsible for operation of the school store during all three lunches, including maintaining the school vending machines.  Topics include:  point-of-sale system operation, accounting for the school store, supervising store operations, customer relations, development of leadership qualities, and development of a work ethic for success in business.  The class must be taken for a full semester (18 weeks); but, can be taken for the whole year.  There is no homework for this class, but you must make up work for any days missed.
Prerequisite:  Enrollment in or completion of a previous Business class preferred or teacher approval.

Accounting I (EFE)
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
1 Credit

An introduction to double-entry accounting.  Topics include analyzing and recording transactions into a variety of journals, posting to general and subsidiary ledgers, the 8 column work sheet, and the financial statement.  Writing will include answering questions about reading.  Both manual and automated accounting will be learned. This class must be taken for a full semester (18 weeks).   There will be 0 - 2 hours of homework per week.  Potential for articulation credits with Baker College, Davenport University, and Kalamazoo Valley Community College.
*4th Related Math.  *See your counselor for possible 3rd Science and/or 2nd World Language Credit

Prerequisite:  Introduction to Business is recommended; but not required.
Accounting II (EFE)
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
1 Credit

This course is very much like Accounting I, with the exception that the class is much more self-paced.  The students work in a setting more like a lab, where instruction and learning are individualized.  Topics include departmental accounting, depreciation, bad debts, accruals, corporate accounting, and development of effective work habits.  Writing will include questions and terms from book, accounting problems from textbook, and accounting simulations.  Reading will be assigned from the textbook.  This class must be taken for a full semester (18 weeks). There will be 0 - 3 hours of homework per week depending on how much the student gets done during class time.

*4th Related Math.  *See your counselor for possible 3rd Science and/or 2nd World Language Credit 
Prerequisite: Accounting I or equivalent.

Accounting III (EFE)
Grade Level: 11, 12
1 Credit

A self-paced extension of BMA Accounting II.  The students work in a setting more like a lab where instruction and learning are individualized.  Topics include management accounting, cost accounting, accounting for non-profit organizations, and development of effective work habits.  Writing includes questions and terms from book, accounting problems from textbook, and accounting simulations.  Reading will be assigned from the textbook. This class must be taken for a full semester (18 weeks).   There will be 0 - 3 hours of homework per week depending on how much the student gets done during class time.

*4th Related Math.  *See your counselor for possible 3rd Science and/or 2nd World Language Credit
Prerequisite: Accounting II or equivalent.

Marketing
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit

Basic job skills and attitudes for success in the business world will be the focus of this course.  Topics include sales, promotion, advertising and DECA (Distributive Education Clubs of America).  Writing will include questions and terms from book, workbook pages, and essay questions on tests.  Reading will be assigned from the textbook. This class must be taken for a full semester (18 weeks).  There will be 0-2 hours of homework per week.

Prerequisite:  Introduction to Business is recommended; but not required.

Engineering Design
Engineering Design (EFE)

Grade Level 9, 10, 11, 12




1 or 2 credits

The Engineering Design course allows students to dig deep into the engineering design process, applying math, science, and engineering standards to hands-on projects. Students work individually and in teams to design solutions to a variety of problems using 3D modeling software and document their work in an engineering notebook.  This course would benefit students interested in pursuing careers in engineering, manufacturing and construction trades.

*Potential for articulated credits with Kalamazoo Valley Community College

*4th Related Math Credit and Visual Performing & Applied Arts Credit. *See your counselor for possible 3rd Science and/or 2nd World Language Credit
*Taught at Vicksburg High School

Engineering Development
Grade Level 10, 11, 12
1 Credit

The knowledge and skills students acquire throughout PLTW Engineering come together in EDD as they identify an issue and then research, design, and test a solution, ultimately presenting their solution to a panel of engineers.  Students apply the professional skills they have developed to document a design process to standards, completing EDD ready to take on any post-secondary program or career.
Prerequisite: Engineering Design or Principles of Engineering
Principles of Engineering (EFE)
Grade Level 9, 10, 11, 12
1 Credit
Through problems that engage and challenge, students explore a broad range of engineering topics including mechanisms, the strength of structures and materials, automation and robotics. Students develop skills in problem solving, research, and design while learning strategies for design process documentation, collaboration, and presentation. This course would benefit students interested in pursuing careers in engineering, manufacturing and construction trades.

*Potential for articulated credits with Kalamazoo Valley Community College

*4th Related Math Credit and Visual Performing & Applied Arts Credit. *See your counselor for possible 3rd Science and/or 2nd World Language Credit

*Taught at Vicksburg High School

ENGLISH

English 1
Grade Level: 9
1 Credit

English 1 is a study of reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills. Writing instruction focuses on some strong building blocks of writing including effective thesis statements, strong topic sentences, sound support, and basic grammatical structures.  Reading is varied and is assigned from short stories, non-fiction pieces, poetry, and drama. Students can expect three to five hours of homework per week. 

Prerequisite:  None

English 2
Grade Level: 10
1 Credit

English 2 is a continuation of English 1, presenting study of reading, writing, listening and speaking skills related to current issues.  Topics include making connections between literature and real life situations, thematic units on decision making, leadership, perceptions and family matters.  Writing will include essays, including informative and creative writing.  Reading will be assigned from drama, short stories, essays, news articles, and poetry.  There will be an average of three to five hours of homework per week.  Many classroom assignments will model Michigan Merit Exam (MME) test questions, which include timed writing and test taking strategies.

Prerequisite:  Credit earned in English 1

English 3
Grade Level: 11
1 Credit

English 3 is an extension of English 2 where the focus will be writing, reading, speaking, and listening. Topics include persuasive writing; themes include individual and society and responsibility as a citizen. Expressive, informative, persuasive and creative writing will be included. Reading will be assigned from drama, poetry, short stories, essays, and articles. There will be three to five hours of homework per week. Many classroom assignments will model Michigan Merit Exam (MME) test questions, which include timed writing and test taking strategies.

Prerequisite: Credit earned in English 2

English 4
Grade Level: 12
1 Credit

A course designed to polish reading, writing, speaking and listening skills.  Thematic units include Existentialism, Passion vs. Reason, Appearance vs. Reality, Madness vs. Sanity, Justice, Innocence vs. Experience, Compassion, Civic Responsibility, and Satire.  Writing may include journals, essays, poetry, research, short stories.  Reading will be assigned from novels, short stories, plays, poetry, magazine and newspaper articles.  There will be 5 hours of homework per week.

Prerequisite:  Credit earned in English 3

AP English Language and Composition
Grade Level: 11, 12
1 Credit

An extensive study of writing and rhetorical analysis (comparable to an entry-level college composition course).  Topics include writing for a variety of purposes and audiences, time essay writing and AP test taking strategies and in-depth evaluations of rhetorical styles and strategies.  Writing will include weekly essays and an extensive writing portfolio.  There will be 8 hours of homework per week.  A summer reading assignment and essay is required.

A Summer Reading Assignment and Essay is required. 
AP English Lit & Composition
Grade Level: 11, 12
1 Credit

This full year offering is an extensive study of writing and literary analysis (comparable to an entry-level college English literature course).  Topics include careful reading and critical analysis of a variety of literary works as well as AP Test taking strategies.  Analysis will focus on structure, style, themes, figurative language, symbolism, and tone.  Writing will include frequent essays and timed writings.  Reading will be assigned from 5-7 major literary works (epics, novels, plays, etc.) per semester.  There will be 8 hours of homework per week.  A summer reading assignment is required.*

Summer Reading and Summer Essay are required.
ENGLISH ELECTIVES

Creative Writing (English)
Grade Level:  9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit

A writing course which focuses on using elements of narrative and descriptive language to write for the purpose of entertaining or informing.  Topics will include reading, writing, and analyzing poetic and narrative works (short story, play, or novel).  Students will work alone and collaboratively to write, read, edit, and discuss their own work and the work of others.  There will be 2-4 hours of homework per week.

Prerequisite: Successful completion of one semester of English 9.

Debate (English)
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit

Debate class introduces the student to cross-examination style argumentation.  Students work with a partner to develop pro and con arguments on that year’s topic.  Research, reading, writing, and speech will be practiced in class, but students should count on one to two hours of homework per week.

Prerequisite:  None

FINE ARTS
Note: Art students will be required to pay additional fees for project supplies.  Fees vary depending on the projects.  Students will be allowed to take projects and purchased supplies with them at the end of the class.

Art I
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit

This is an introductory-level art class where students do a wide variety of hands on projects. Students will study various techniques and create finished projects using the following mediums: graphite, color pencil, oil pastel, printmaking, paint and clay. Students will also focus on learning and effectively incorporating the elements and principles of art, the history of art, and art criticism into their artwork and daily routine. Art I provides students with a sound foundation in relation to technique, composition, and art history which they can build upon in advanced art courses offered at VHS.

2-D Drawing
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit

This is an advanced-level art class where students will refine their art production skills.  Students taking this course will read and write about the work of various artists and apply what they learn to their own work.  They will self-evaluate and make personal judgments about their work and the work of others.  They will mat and display their work for viewing.  Students will use direct observation and personal expression to create their works of art. Graphite, charcoal, colored pencil, scratchboard, pastels, and printmaking are the mediums explored in this course.

Prerequisite: Art I
2-D Printmaking
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit
This is an advanced-level art class where students will refine their art production skills.  Students taking this course will read and write about the work of various artists and apply what they learn to their own work.  They will self-evaluate and make personal judgments about their work and the work of others.  They will mat and display their work for viewing.  Students will learn various printmaking techniques including monotypes, collographs, relief printing, silk screening, and various intaglio processes.

Prerequisite: Art I

2-D Painting
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit
This is an advanced-level art class where students will refine their art production skills.  Students taking this course will read and write about the work of various artists and apply what they learn to their own work.  They will self-evaluate and make personal judgments about their work and the work of others.  They will mat and display their work for viewing.  Students will study a variety of painting styles and techniques using watercolor, acrylics, oil, tempera, gouache, and mixed media.

Prerequisite: Art I




3-D Sculpture
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit

This is an advanced-level class that explores different sculptural techniques using different media through hands on experience, reading, and written assignments.  You will use clay, wire, wood, metal, found objects, and stone to create works of art in a wide range of subject matter.  The focus will be on improving your sculpture skills and increasing your knowledge of private, public, and monumental sculptures and the artists that create them.  Class participation is a requirement.  A cooperative sculpture project may be planned for the class.

Prerequisite: Art I 

Advanced Placement Art - Drawing
Grade Level: 11, 12 (Full Year)
1 Credit

This course is designed for the serious art student who has taken an appropriate selection of art classes prior to the enrolling.  The class will emphasize high quality work with product orientation.  Students will complete in class assignments as well as develop a body of work unique to them in a concentrated portfolio. Extensive work outside the classroom is required.  The end product for students will be a portfolio which will be submitted for evaluation by the art teacher and guidance counselor.  This course is designed to assist students in the preparation of that portfolio.

Prerequisite:  Must have Art I and 2-D Drawing, OR portfolio review and teacher approval before enrolling in this class.

Photography I
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit

Students will learn how to express themselves by integrating artistic and technical aspects of black and white photography. Hands on activities will be the focus of this course. Students will learn about the aperture/shutter principles, B&W film processing, 35 mm camera techniques, darkroom techniques, and digital editing software techniques. Students will learn about the history of photography and the various styles of famous photographers. Students will also keep a portfolio and be expected to take pictures during and outside of class.
Prerequisite: Art I

Photography II
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit
Students who have completed Photography I would be able to build upon their skills and portfolio in Photography II. Students will learn about advanced black and white techniques along with advanced digital editing techniques when working in the digital format. Color theory (B&W contrast filters), advanced processing techniques and advanced darkroom techniques (Sabatier effect) are a few units that students would be introduced to during Photography II. Students will be asked to take pictures during and outside of class time.  Students will also keep and maintain a digital portfolio throughout the semester.

Prerequisite:  Photography I

Film & Video Arts
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit/sem
(1-hour or 2-hour class full year/semester)
     
 1 Credit/year
EFA Intro to Film & Video teaches the fun skills of filming, editing, directing, producing and scriptwriting for film and video.  Students receive in-depth training on professional filmmaking and work on projects such as music videos, short comedies, commercials, action movies and more.  Students will enter several film contests to receive awards, and take field trips to watch movies in the theater.  Students will work on group videos during class and work on individual projects outside of class. Students taking two hours will have more time to edit and work on personal projects.  No experience necessary.  
Prerequisite: none

Advanced Video Arts Studio
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit/sem

(Full year or semester)
1 Credit/ year

This is a project-based film, animation and special effects class for students 9th-12th that have already taken at least one semester of a video or TV production class.  The class will concentrate on individual student films that will be used for portfolio work and entered into video competitions.  Students will learn about lighting, sound, directing, special effects, and advanced filming and editing techniques.  Students can also work on animation, documentaries or other projects.  The class can be taken repeatedly and by semester or full year. 
Prerequisite: One semester of Video Arts or TV Production

TV Production
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit
(Full year or semester)
TV Production teaches students how to create productions such as commercials, public service announcements, exposés, TV shows and comedies.  This class consists of group work for the creation of videos during class time utilizing the lessons on basic editing, producing and cinematography.  Projects are planned and filmed in small groups and then each student edits his/her own version.  No experience necessary.

Prerequisite: none


Jazz Band
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit

The VHS Jazz ensemble is open to all students who also participate in the Concert/Marching/Symphonic Bands.  Jazz Band is a full year long course devoted to the performance of jazz literature.  Students will study and perform swing, be-bop, Latin, funk and rock jazz.  Students must be able to play on a jazz instrument; saxophone, trombone, trumpet, piano, guitar, bass and drum set.  The class meets 6:50-7:35 a.m. on selected days.  The Jazz Ensemble will perform at VHS band concerts, share a concert with the VMS Jazz Band and perform at Jazz Festivals in Michigan.

Prerequisite:  Must be currently enrolled in band

Marching Band (1st semester)
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit

The ensemble is open to all students who participate in the band program.  The Big Red Machine consists of brass, woodwind, percussion, and a flag corps.  Students are required to attend band camp in August, as well as participate in summer rehearsals.  The Big Red Machine performs at home football games, parades, and marching band competitions in the West Michigan Area.  Memorization of music and drill is also required.  The ensemble changes over to Symphonic Band at the conclusion of the marching season.

Concert Band (1st semester)
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
1 Credit

Open to all band students in the music program who do not participate in the marching band.  The concert band performs a variety of literature throughout the fall semester.  Students will be exposed to baroque, classical, and modern concert band music.  Students will be exposed to scales and rhythm.  Students will perform two concerts during the semester.  All concerts are required.
Symphonic Band (2nd semester)
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit 

Open to all music students based on audition.  The symphonic band is the top ensemble at VHS.  Students who participate in the group will be challenged with a variety of band literature, including modern, classical, romantic, and baroque.  Symphonic band students will also have the opportunity to perform solos at concerts.  The band will perform both in school and at band festivals in southwest Michigan.  The ensemble is dedicated to the excellence in performance of band literature.  All symphonic band students will be encouraged to perform at Solo & Ensemble Festival.  Private lessons will be highly suggested.

Concert Band (2nd semester)
Grade Level: 9
.5 Credit

Open to all 9th grade instrumental music students based on an audition.  Concert band students will perform a variety of band literature throughout the semester.  However, there will be an emphasis on the foundations of playing a wind or percussion instrument.  In addition to playing band music, students will be exposed to scales, rhythmic studies, music history and theory. Concert band students will also have the opportunity to perform solos at concerts.  The band will perform both in school and at band festivals in southwest Michigan.  All concert band students will have an opportunity to perform at Solo & Ensemble Festival.

Treble Chorus 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit

Women’s Chorus is a select group of motivated young women of 9th through 12th grades.  This group focuses on performing advanced music from a variety of genres and reading music at an advanced level.  We will sing, study music theory and composition, listen to and evaluate musical performances and discuss music’s place in history and culture.  Members of Women’s Chorus will participate in after school rehearsals and events.  Enrolling in Women’s Chorus represents a year-long commitment.  

Prerequisite:  Audition with instructor.

Chorale
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit

Chorale is a group of male and female singers of grades 9 through 12.  This ensemble is dedicated to singing a wide variety of choral music, including music from different historical periods, different popular genres, Broadway musicals and African-American spirituals.  We will focus on developing our choral singing technique and improving our ability to read music.  We will learn musical vocabulary, sing, compose, listen to and evaluate musical performances and discuss music's role in history and culture.  Students will participate in required after school rehearsals and performances.  Students may register for one semester or a full year.

Prerequisite:  Audition with instructor.

Chamber Singers 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit

Chamber Singers is an elite group of motivated and responsible young men and women comprised of 10th through 12th graders, though exceptions may be granted for 9th graders in some cases.  Chamber Singers members are dedicated to learning and performing a wide variety of advanced choral music.  Membership in Chamber Singers requires participation in after school events and rehearsals.  We will sing, develop advanced music-reading skills, study music theory, listen to and evaluate musical performances and discuss music’s place in history and culture.  Enrolling in Chamber Singers represents a full year commitment.

Prerequisite:  Audition with instructor.

LIFE SKILLS
Nutrition
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit

Nutrition Education assists students in considering the complexity of their environment in making choices about diet and behavior.  Topics include the food pyramid, vitamins, minerals, exercise, weight management, fad and balanced diets, nutrition careers, foreign food, food selection, and basic food prep.  Writing will include classroom assignments and research.  Reading will be assigned for the text and current media.  There will be approximately 1 hour of homework per week.  

Prerequisite:  None.

Personal Living 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit
This course is a preparation for life.  Students will learn ways to deal with life’s challenges and crisis.  Topics include self-awareness, coping with stress, developing healthy interpersonal relationships, sexuality issues, preparing for single living, budgeting, employment skills, problem solving and decision making.  Writing will be included through classroom activities and journaling.  Reading will be assigned from the textbook and current media materials.  There will be approximately 1 hour of homework per week.

Prerequisite:  None

Family Living/Child Develop.
Grade Level: 11, 12
.5 Credit/sem

(full year or semester)
1 Credit/ year

A study of the unique and common characteristics we find in the families of this decade.  Emphasis in family relations and parenting skills.  Topics include family issues, the family life cycle, relationships, marriage, pregnancy, labor and delivery, child care, and child development.  Reading will be assigned from the text and current media.  There will be 1 - 2 hours of homework per week.  Community Service (3 hrs) and “Baby Think It Over” infant simulator are required for successful completion of the course.  

Prerequisite:  None – Personal Living recommended, but not required.

Personal Finance - Family and Consumer Science 
Grade Level: 12
1 Credit
Personal Finance is a two-semester, one credit course that helps students to develop skills in managing their personal finances today and in the future.  Areas of study include the acquisition of information, skills and strategies to get, earn, grow, stretch, keep, invest and protect money.  Decision-making to consider wants vs. needs, goals (short and long term) and the application of knowledge will be incorporated.  Topics include basic consumer economics, financial planning, career exploration, developing a financial plan, savings, investing, credit, gambling, consumer fraud, identity theft and insurance.  Personal planning and cost related evaluations will be explored for major life cycle events; buying a car, paying for college, renting an apartment, living on your own, health care, designing a vacation plan, buying a home, parenting, divorce, aging and funerals.  This class counts as a 4th related math credit.
Prerequisite: None 
MATHEMATICS

*Technology recommendations:  TI graphing calculators (83, 84+) strongly recommended for all math courses.  A TI-83+ would be best for any new purchase.

Algebra I
Grade Level: 9
1 Credit

An introduction to the discipline of algebra.  Topics include statistics and linear algebra with applications to “real life” situations.  There will be 2-3 hours of homework per week.  Writing will include explaining math procedures and concepts on assignments or journals.

Prerequisite:  None

Geometry
Grade Level: 9, 10
1 Credit

A study of the mathematical properties of space.  Topics include geometric art, circles, reasoning, construction, area, volume, congruence, similarity, and trigonometry.  Writing will include notes, terminology, and a conjecture list.  There will be 2-3 hours of homework per week.

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra I.

Algebra II
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
1 Credit

A bridge to higher math.  Challenging.  Topics include exponents, logarithms, variation equations, series and sequences, and trigonometry.  There will be 2-3 hours of homework per week.  An A.E. is recommended.  Writing will include data descriptions and explaining math procedures on assignments or journals.

Prerequisite: Successful completion of both Algebra I and Geometry.

Advanced Geometry
Grade Level: 9
1 Credit

A study of the mathematical properties of space through a proof-oriented approach.  Topics include proof, circles, area, volume, congruence, similarity, trigonometry, and algebra connections.  Writing will include notes, terminology, and formal proofs.  There will be 2-3 hours of homework per week.

Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Algebra I in 8th grade or teacher recommendation.

Advanced Algebra II
Grade Level: 10
1 Credit

An accelerated extension of Algebra.  Topics include linear modeling, systems of equations, quadratic equations, exponential equations, rational equations, etc.  Writing will include explaining the real world meanings of numbers found through mathematical models.  Reading will be assigned from the textbook.  There will be 2-3 hours of homework per week.

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Advanced Geometry 

Advanced Placement Statistics 
Grade Level: 11, 12
1 Credit

An introduction to the study of statistics. Topics will include exploring data - observing patterns and departures from patterns, planning a study - deciding how and what to measure, producing models for predicting from data, statistics inference - confirming models.  Writing will include journals and projects.  Reading will be assigned from the text and other supplements.  There will be 3-4 hours of homework per week.  Recommended for all college-bound seniors.  This course should be considered rigorous and only serious students should register.

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Algebra II or Advanced Algebra II.

Trigonometry
Grade Level: 11, 12
1 Credit

A course designed to provide the necessary background to be successful in calculus which satisfies the professional endorsement.  Topics include trigonometry, periodic and advanced functions and their graphs.  There will be 3-4 hours of homework per week.  Writing will include warm ups, journals, notes and terminology.

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Advanced Algebra II or B or better in Algebra II or teacher recommendation

Advanced Placement Calculus I
Grade Level:  11, 12
1 Credit

A popular college course that studies rate of change of variables and optimization problems.  Topics include derivatives, integrals and other topics from the AP Syllabus.  There will be 4-5 hours of homework per week.  Writing a well constructed logical argument is required. .  AP Calc I and AP Calc II are a combined course in preparation for the AP Exam in May.

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Trigonometry
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

**Note:  PE I and Health must be taken in order to meet the physical education graduation requirement.

Foundations of Physical Education (PE I)
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit

PE I is mandatory for all students under the Michigan Merit Curriculum. This class provides for the development of physical fitness, knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary for enjoyable participation throughout life in a variety of athletic and recreational activities.  Personal wellness, lifetime activities, cooperative learning activities incorporated with games.  Activity selection based upon season, facilities available and class size.  Evaluation based on attendance, participation and class preparedness.

Prerequisite:  None

Health
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit

Health is mandatory for all students under the Michigan Merit Curriculum. This is a mandated course designed to foster positive attitudes, awareness and knowledge intended to enhance personal health and quality of living.  This class provides opportunities to acquire experiences and skills to encourage students to engage in healthy behaviors through exposure to speakers, projects, interactive activities and visual aids.  The curriculum includes human growth and development, emotional health, nutrition, environmental health, family life, diseases and disorders, consumer health, substance abuse, safety, first aid and community health.  Health literacy is to obtain, interpret and understand health information and related services in a custom which are health enhancing.

Prerequisite: None
Advanced Physical Education (PE II)
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit

Open to all students in grades 9-12.  Advanced physical education builds on previously acquired skills from the Foundations course.  This elective course provides students with continued development of student’s physical fitness levels, knowledge, skills and attitudes that are necessary for enjoyable participation throughout life in a variety of athletic and recreational activities.  Personal wellness, lifetime activities, cooperative learning activities incorporated with games.  Activity selection based upon season, facilities available and class size.  Evaluation based on attendance, participation and class preparedness.

Prerequisite:  Foundations of Physical Education (PE I)

Strength & Conditioning I
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit

An introductory class to strength training, speed and agility development, and flexibility.  Proper lifting and spotting techniques, proper running mechanics, and dynamic and static flexibility are all emphasized.  Training sessions are supported by classroom work that focuses on muscle physiology, muscle development, muscular force production, body mechanics, types of training, exercise selection, and proper exercise order, load, intensity, and frequency.  Classroom work will include lectures, note taking, homework assignments, weekly quizzes, and a project.  Grading is based on daily effort, improvement in physical tests, and classroom work.  Study time is approximately 30 minutes per week.  
Prerequisite:  None

Strength & Conditioning II
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit

A continuation of Strength and Conditioning I with a greater individual focus specific to each person’s goals.  Classroom work will focus on the body’s energy systems, diet, weight loss and gain, and nutrition.  Classroom work will include lectures, note taking, homework assignments, weekly quizzes, and a project.  Grading is based on daily effort, improvement in physical tests, and classroom work.  Study time is approximately 30 minutes a week.

Prerequisite:  Strength & Conditioning I
SCIENCE
REQUIRED COURSES
Biology
Grade Level: 9
1 Credit

Students will be conducting biological inquiries on living systems as a way to interpret data and draw conclusions.  Students will also focus on living systems as they discuss the molecular relationship of cell structure and function and to all biological processes.  A detailed look into the process of protein synthesis and DNA replication will be necessary as students build a base for genetics and natural selection.  Classification of living organisms and a comparative anatomy study will also be covered. Writing and reflecting will be emphasized, and reading will be assigned from the textbook.  There will be approximately 2 hours of homework per week.

Prerequisite:  None

Chemistry 
Grade Level:  10, 11, 12
1 Credit

An introductory general chemistry course. Topics include atomic theory, chemical bonding. stoichiometry, kinetic molecular theory, gas laws, pH, and thermo chemistry.  This course is a formula driven, math based approach to chemistry.  Students will solve chemical problems and perform and report laboratory activities.  Writing will involve laboratory reports.  There will be 3 - 5 hours of homework per week.

Prerequisite:  Biology.  
Physics
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
1 Credit

A course in the scientific principles of the physical world.  Topics include motion, mechanics, light, electricity, magnetism, and modern physics.  This is a formula driven, math based approach to physics. Students will solve physical problems, and perform and report laboratory activities.  There will be 3-5 hours of homework per week.

Prerequisite: Biology.  

Active Physics
Grade Level 10, 11, 12
1 Credit

Active Physics includes thematic science units the students can relate to: Electric toys; Driving Safety; Music and  Sports to explain basic physics principles of motion, forces, electricity, energy, and waves.  The focus will be on scientific investigations.  
Prerequisite: Biology and teacher recommendation

* Students should not take both Active Physics and Physics.

MINIMUM Recommendation for college bound students:

Biology
            Chemistry or Physics   
  Chemistry or Physics or an AP Class             AP or an elective
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            10th


        11th


                                   12th
Alternative Pathway:

Biology 

 Chemistry or a Physics class
       An elective Science Class
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       11th








Recommended Sequence to take AP Science Courses

Freshman Year –Biology

Sophomore Year – Chemistry and/or Physics (1-2 courses)

Junior Year – AP Biology, AP Chemistry, AP Physics


Senior Year – AP Biology, AP Chemistry, AP Physics

SCIENCE ELECTIVES

Advanced Placement Biology
Grade Level: 11, 12
1 Credit

A study of the functioning of organisms on a molecular and cellular level.  Topics included are bio-molecules, cell structure and functions, cellular respiration, protein synthesis, genetics, biotechnology, evolution, organisms and populations and ecology.  Writing will include extensive laboratory write-ups and one research paper.  Reading will be assigned from the text and a variety of sources needed to write a research paper.  There will be 4+ hours of homework per week.  A summer assignment will be required and assigned the semester before enrollment.

Prerequisite:  Biology, Chemistry I and Physiology are strongly recommended.

Advanced Placement Chemistry
Grade Level: 11, 12
1 Credit

This course is designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry lecture and laboratory course usually taken during the first college year.  Topics covered in AP Chemistry include: Atomic structure, periodicity, bonding, stoichiometry, solutions, liquids, solids and gas laws, equilibrium, acid/base, kinetics, and thermodynamics.  There will be approximately 3-5 hours of homework per week.  AP Chemistry course is geared to prepare students for the AP Exam in May.

Prerequisites: Chemistry and Algebra II

Advanced Placement Physics 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
1 Credit

A study of the science of the physical world.  This course is representative of a college physics class. Topics include Newtonian mechanics, thermodynamics, vibrations, and waves electricity, magnetism, light, optics, modern physics, and other topics from the AP Syllabus.  AP Physics is geared to prepare students for the AP Exam in May.  There will be approximately 3-5 hours of homework each week.

Prerequisite: B or better in Algebra II or Geometry, Physics I strongly recommended

Anatomy and Physiology
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
1 Credit

A study of the structures of the body systems.  Major structures of the body will be discussed including histology, musculoskeletal, digestive, cardiovascular, endocrine, immune & lymphatic, digestive, and nervous systems.   An intensive cat dissection unit is required during the 1st semester. Reading will be assigned from the textbook and other sources.  Writing will include a research paper.  There will be 3+ hours of homework per week.

Prerequisite:  Biology 
Astronomy



Grade Level: 10, 11, 12



               .5 Credit

A study of the science of the universe and the principles of celestial observation.  Topics include daytime sky, nighttime sky, sun and moon, solar system, structure and evolution of stars and galaxies, origin, structure, and evolution of the universe, and observation of celestial objects.  Observing celestial objects outside of class time is required.  Writing will involve laboratory reports.  There will be 2 hours of homework per week.

Prerequisite: Biology 

Animal Tech (EFE)
Grade Level: 11, 12
2 Credits

It is an introduction to the basic care and management of companion animals; including cats, dogs, pocket pets and exotic animals. It also focuses on the production of animals such as horses, sheep, goats, cattle and pigs; for enjoyment or for food and fiber products. Topics will include the anatomy, health, reproduction, and nutritional requirements of animals. Students will gain a foundation to better care for their own animals; raise animals for their personal use, or for pursuing careers in the veterinary, animal science, food/fiber, or agribusiness fields. Students will spend time participating in job shadowing experiences, as well as taking part in field trips and listening to guest speakers. This is a laboratory-based class and involves hands-on use of animal equipment and animal dissections. Potential for articulated credits with Davenport University. 2nd Science Credit.
*See your counselor for possible 3rd Science and/or 2nd World Language Credit

Prerequisites: Biology 

Animal Science
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
1 Credit

This class introduces students to the basic care and management of companion animals; including cats, dogs, pocket pets and exotic animals and production animals such as horses, sheep, goats, cattle and pigs, for enjoyment or for food and fiber.  Students will gain a foundation for raising animals for their personal use, or for pursuing careers in the veterinary, food/fiber, or animal science fields. Topics will include the anatomy, health, reproduction and nutritional requirements of companion animals. This is a laboratory-based class and involves hands-on use of animal equipment and animal dissections. There will be 1-2 hours of homework per week.

Prerequisites: Biology 
Horticulture
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
1 Credit

This class introduces students to the production of plants for use in the house, garden, landscaping projects, greenhouses, tree nurseries and sports fields.  Topics will include plant biology, greenhouse production, ornamental horticulture, plant pests, crop production, landscape design and management, floriculture, and careers in the field of horticulture. Students in this laboratory-based class will plant and care for horticulture crops, and spend time working in the greenhouse as well as outdoors. There will be 1-2 hours of homework per week.

Prerequisite: Biology 

Wildlife and Natural Resources 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
1 Credit

This class introduces students to identification and distribution of wildlife and natural resources.  Special emphasis is given to identifying wildlife native to Michigan; including mammals, birds, amphibians, reptiles, fish, trees, and plants.  Other topics include forestry and land management, fisheries, air and water quality, and careers in wildlife and natural resources management. This inquiry-based class will involve time spent outdoors observing various ecosystems, field trips, and student investigations.  There will be 1-2 hours of homework per week.

Prerequisite: Biology 
SOCIAL STUDIES/HISTORY
Social Studies/US History
Grade Level: 9
1 Credit

This course covers the late industrialization Progressive Era turn of the century years, World War I, the 1920s, the Depression and World War II during the first 18 weeks.  The second 18 weeks will include the Cold War, Vietnam, Civil Rights Movement, Watergate and the 1980s.  Writing will include short answer, essays and research.  Reading will be assigned from the textbook, magazines, internet and the newspapers.  Students will enhance their reading, writing, speaking, listening and interpretation skills.  There will be an average of three to five hours of homework per week.  Classroom assignments will be designed to model Michigan Merit Exam (MME) test questions.  Some classroom assignments will be timed in order to better prepare students for the ACT and MME.

Prerequisite:  None

Social Studies/World History/Geography
Grade Level: 10
1 Credit

The content of this class will be about human beings and how at different times and in different places people and their cultures have changes, developed, died out and affected each other.  Students will study the past to better understand our current world.  Though students will draw upon 40,000 years of information, the main emphasis will concern the time period post Roman Empire.  Students will examine patterns in how humans confronted problems in past civilizations and compare human behavior as well as relationships between people and their geography.  This class will look at how societies impacted each other from the region (small), interregional (larger geographical area) to the global impact of major events.  Further study of American History from the 1990s until present will examine the age of globalization and mass communication with past understanding in mind.  Some of the most significant problems that we face today have roots that reach back 5,000 years.  The emphasis of “World History and Geography” will be to use the past to better understand our current world and hopefully develop a more wise vision for the future.  As a philosopher once remarked, “We live our lives forward, but we understand them backwards.”

Prerequisite:  Social Studies/US History

Government and Economics
Grade Level: 11
1 Credit

Government and economics includes a basic study of the elements of government and the principles of economics.  Topics include political parties, civil rights and civil liberties, the federal system, the stock market, business structure and operations, economic indicators and consumerism.  Reading will be assigned from the textbook, magazines and newspapers.  Attendance at three public meetings with a follow-up paper is required for the successful completion of government.  There will be three to four hours of homework per week.     

Prerequisite: Social Studies/World History/Geography

SS/HISTORY ELECTIVES
Psychology (Soc. St.)
Grade Level:  11, 12
.5 Credit

A general introduction to the study of psychology.  Topics include psychology theory and practice, data analysis and interpretation, motivation, perception, learning and human development.  Writing will include a research paper (5-6 typed pages), essays and journals.  Reading will be assigned from the text, studies and magazine articles.  There will be 5 hours of homework per week.

Prerequisite:  Strong study skills

AP Psychology (Soc. St.)
Grade Level:  11, 12
.5 Credit
An extensive study of psychology equivalent to an entry level college course.  Topics include learning, memory, research, theories, sensations and perceptions, physiology, therapy, abnormal behavior. Writing will include weekly essays related to psychological research and labs.  Reading will be assigned from the text and various non-fiction selections.  There will be 8 hours of homework per week.

Prerequisite:   Psychology Course
AP US Government and Politics
Grade Level: 11, 12
.5  Credit
AP United States Government and Politics will give students an analytical perspective on government and politics in the United States.  This course includes both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. government and politics and the analysis of specific examples.  It also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs and ideas that constitute U.S. government and politics.  Students will become acquainted with the variety of theoretical perspectives and explanations for various behaviors and outcomes.  Students successfully completing this course will:

1. Know important facts, concepts, and theories pertaining to U.S. government and politics

2. Understand typical patterns of political processes and behavior and their consequences (including the components of political behavior, the principles used to explain or justify various government structures and procedures, and the political effects of these structures and procedures).

3. Be able to analyze and interpret basic data relevant to U.S. government and politics.

Prerequisite:  None

AP World History
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
1 Credit

The purpose of the AP World History course is to develop greater understanding of the evolution of global processes and contacts in different types of human societies.  This understanding is advanced through a combination of selective factual knowledge and appropriate analytical skills.  The course highlights the nature of changes in global frameworks and their causes and consequences, as well as comparisons among major societies.  It emphasizes relevant factual knowledge, leading interpretive issues, and skills in analyzing types of historical evidence.  Periodization, explicitly discussed, forms an organizing principle to address change and continuity through the course.  Specific themes provide further organization to the course, along with consistent attention to contacts among societies that form the core of world history as a field of study.

Prerequisite:  None
AP United States History (APUSH)
 Grade Level:  9, 10, 11, 12
1 Credit
APUSH is a challenging course that is designed to be the equivalent of a freshman college course in a high school setting. This class is a year-long survey of American history from the age of exploration to the present. Solid reading and writing skills, along with a willingness to devote considerable time to homework and study, are necessary to succeed. Emphasis is placed on critical thinking skills, essay writing, interpretation of original documents and historiography. Besides lectures or PowerPoint presentations on important themes of United States history, students are expected to participate in class verbally through discussions of primary documents and events, debates of key issues and possible mock trials. Furthermore, students are expected to continually develop writing skills through regular short essays, essay exams and maintain a notebook of all class materials. The volume of material involved in a survey course of US history is extensive and you can expect to do a lot of reading not only in the text, but also from outside sources and research both in the library and through the internet. Student’s can expect some summer course work to prepare for this class.
Prerequisite:  None
AP Human Geography
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
1 Credit

WORLD LANGUAGES

French I
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11
1 Credit

An introduction to the French language and culture with emphasis on developing oral communication skills.  Topics included are: learning basic greetings, numbers, alphabet, and introductions; telling age, food preferences, classes, etc.; identifying and describing family members; and describing clothing and fashion.  Activities include writing (letters, short stories, notes to friends and family, and daily notebook exercises), reading, listening exercises, frequent pair speaking exercises, and projects.   Projects include the creation and presentation of a French fashion show and a restaurant video.  There will be 2-3 hours of homework per week.

French II
Grade Level:  9, 10, 11, 12
1 Credit

A continuation of the speaking, reading, listening, and writing skills developed in French I, as well as additional exposure to French culture.  Students learn to describe places, preferences and objects, discuss where they live, describe past events, explain their daily routine, and discuss health and fitness.  Activities include writing (letters, journal entries, and daily notebook exercises), reading from the textbook, listening exercises, and pair speaking exercises.  There will be 2-3 hours of homework per week.

Prerequisite:  C or above in French I or teacher recommendation

French III
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
1 Credit

A review and expansion of all French language skills through readings and discussion in French.  Topics included are:  giving and receiving directions, asking for and giving opinions, expressing future plans, and expressing doubt and uncertainty.  Writing includes letters, journal entries, daily notebook exercises, creative stories, and essays.  Readings include two short novels.  There will be 2-3 hours of homework per week.

Prerequisite:  C or above in French II or teacher recommendation

French IV
Grade Level:  11, 12
1 Credit

This course is a continuation of the language skills learned in French III with additional exposure to French literature and composition.  It prepares students to perform at a high level of proficiency in the four basic language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing.  Coursework is designed to not only reinforce students’ knowledge, but also to increase vocabulary and sharpen grammatical skills.  Upon completing the course, students are expected to be able to comprehend formal and informal French and also speak, read and write cohesively and precisely at the third year college level.

Prerequisite:  B or above in French III or teacher recommendation

Spanish I
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11
1 Credit

An introduction to the Spanish language and Hispanic culture with an emphasis on communication.  Topics include: naming classroom objects; describing personality and physical characteristics of self, friends and family; ordering food, expressing likes and dislikes, identifying rooms and naming household chores.  Readings and writings will be assigned from the text.  There will be 2-3 hours of homework per week.

Spanish II
Grade Level:  9, 10, 11, 12
1 Credit

A continued focus on Spanish language skills (speaking, reading, listening and writing) as well as exposure to Spanish, Mexican and Hispanic American cultures.  Topics include describing vacations, talking about clothes and preferences, telling what happened in the past, expressing opinions, and discussing television programs, movies and computers.  Readings and writings will be assigned from the text.  There will be 2-3 hours of homework per week.

Prerequisite:  C or above in Spanish I or recommendation of teacher

Spanish III
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
1 Credit

A review and expansion of all Spanish language skills (reading, writing, listening and speaking) and knowledge of grammatical structures; class will be conducted primarily in Spanish.  Topics include describing in the past, giving advice, discussing special events, weather, movies, sports, expressing opinions and future plans.  Readings and writings will be assigned from the text.  There will be 2-3 hours of homework per week.

Prerequisite:  C or above in Spanish II or recommendation of teacher

Spanish IV
Grade Level: 11, 12
1 Credit

An advanced level course emphasizing expansion and utilization of Spanish language skills (vocabulary, grammar structures, reading and listening comprehension and speaking and writing practice).  Class will be conducted primarily in Spanish.  Readings may include current events, historical and cultural essays, and Spanish literature.  Writings may include arts reviews, dialogues, resumes, advice columns, journals and reports.  There will be 2-3 hours of homework per week.

Prerequisite:  B or above in Spanish III or recommendation of the teacher
Advanced Placement Spanish
Grade Level: 11, 12
1 Credit

This course prepares students to perform at a high level of proficiency in the four basic language skills:  listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Coursework is designed to not only review and reinforce students’ knowledge, but also to increase vocabulary and sharpen grammatical skills.  Upon completing the course, students are expected to be able to comprehend formal and informal Spanish, and also to speak, read, and write cohesively and precisely at the third-year college level.

Prerequisite: B or above in Spanish IV or teacher recommendation.
MISCELLANEOUS
Independent Study
Grade Level: 11, 12
.5 Credit

Independent study is a half credit course designed by the student and an on-site mentor teacher.  The course must relate to the student’s college or career goals and include a detailed project, daily log or journal, an evaluation essay and presentation.  Juniors and seniors may register for the program pending recommendation from guidance counselor, principal, parents and mentor teacher.  Only students who have proven their ability to responsibly and independently complete their assignments will be considered.

Yearbook
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit

Yearbook class deals with the development of the Vicksburg High School Yearbook.  There is a focus on business, design, photography, writing, and journalism.  Each student must sell a minimum of $75.00 in ads, complete multiple deadlines, and be able to work with others.  All staff members will be required to attend after-school events.

Requirements:  Prior to being accepted, students must fill out an application and have a 2.8 GPA or higher.  Most importantly, students must have a positive attitude!  The class is limited to twelve staff members.  
Peer to Peer
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
.5 Credit

Peer to Peer is an elective course that provides students an opportunity to support and model academic and social skills from one non-disabled peer to a peer with a disability.  There is a focus on leadership skills, understanding and adapting to individual differences in the school setting, written and verbal communication skills, modeling social experiences, and advocating for others.  The curriculum includes and evaluations are based on; journaling and/or blogging, participation through internet disability modules, pre/post assessments, attendance, classroom participation with peer, and a final project.

Prerequisite: None.  Student must fill out an application form and if selected goes through a short interview process to determine an appropriate fit for a peer.
ALTERNATE PLAN FOR STUDENTS

APS/Dual Enrollment
Grade Level: 11, 12
.5 Credit/Sem

An educational option which provides the student an opportunity to earn college credits through release time.  Students may enroll in courses not offered at Vicksburg High School.  Students must have qualified by meeting the cut-off scores on the PLAN, PSAT, ACT or MME tests.  Enrollment includes college tuition paid by the local school district.  Books and transportation are the responsibility of the student.  Interested students must first meet with their counselor and then also meet with the APS Coordinator.

Michigan Virtual University Classes
These classes are available and intended for motivated self-directed students. The course offerings under this category can be found at www.mivhs.org  If you are hoping to include one of these courses in your schedule you must meet with your respective counselor to discuss the process for scheduling.
[image: image1.emf]EFA Class Commitment Class Location Class Time Credits Michigan Merit Credit Instructor Hub

DANCE

Trimester Offerings

Modern/Jazz Dance Studio One trimester, 1st, 2nd or 3rd Loy Norrix High School 8:49 - 9:59 am 1.0 VPAA and PE (per school district) Reigle Y

Modern/Jazz Dance Studio One trimester, 1st, 2nd or 3rd Kalamazoo Central High 8:49 - 9:59 am 1.0 VPAA and PE (per school district) Pileci N

Full Year Offerings

Advanced Dance Company (prerequisites) full year - daily WMU Dalton Center 7:40 - 9:00 am 2.0 VPAA and PE (per school district) Plasko Y

dancEXperiment Lab full year - daily Kal Civic Carver Center 9:45-11:15 am 2.0 VPAA and PE (per school district) Plasko Y

Modern/Jazz Dance Studio full year - daily Kalamazoo Central High 7:33-8:44 am 2.0 VPAA and PE (per school district) Pileci Y

Modern/Jazz Dance Studio full year - daily Loy Norrix High School 7:33 - 8:44 am 2.0 VPAA and PE (per school district) Reigle Y

Modern/Jazz Dance Studio full year - daily Comstock High School 1:21 - 2:35 pm 2.0 VPAA and PE (per school district) Plasko N

After school Offerings

Modern/Jazz Dance Studio full year - Tues and Thurs Portage Central High School 3:00 - 4:45 pm, Tue/Thur 1.0 VPAA and PE (per school district) Pileci N

Integrated Dance/Health/PE full year - Mon and Wed Epic Center 3:00 - 6:00 pm, Mon/Wed 2.0 VPAA, PE and Health (per school district) Pileci N

Integrated Dance/Health/PE 1st Semester - Mon and Wed Epic Center 3:00 - 6:00 pm, Mon/Wed 1.0 VPAA, PE (per school district) Pileci N

Integrated Dance/Health/PE 2nd Semester - Mon and Wed Epic Center 3:00 - 6:00 pm, Mon/Wed 1.0 VPAA, Health (per school district) Pileci N

MEDIA ARTS

Full Year Offerings

Advanced Video Arts Studio one semeser or full year, daily Vicksburg High School 12:42 - 1:34 pm .5 or 1.0 VPAA Smith N

Advanced Multimedia Arts (prerequisites) full year, daily Epic Center Tech Lab 12:00 - 2:00 pm 3.0 VPAA Ludwig Y

Film and Video Arts full year, daily Epic Center Tech Lab 7:30 - 9:30 am 2 VPAA Ludwig Y

Film and Video Arts full year, daily Epic Center Tech Lab 9:30 - 11:30 am 2 VPAA Ludwig Y

Film and Video Arts full year, daily Vicksburg High School 7:40 - 9:00 am 2.0 VPAA Smith Y

Film and Video Arts full year, daily Vicksburg High School 9:29 - 10:18 am 1.0 VPAA Smith N

Media Arts Creative Suite full year, daily KVCC Ctr New Media 7:45-9:15 am 2 VPAA Hamann Y

Semester Offerings

KVCC Adobe Creative Suite-

Early Middle College

1st Semester - Monday KVCC Ctr New Media 1:30-4:15 pm 1 VPAA Hamann n

KVCC Adobe Photoshop-Early Middle College 2nd Semester - Monday KVCC Ctr New Media 1:30-4:15 pm 1 VPAA Hamann n

THEATRE AND MUSIC

Full Year Offerings

Advanced Musical Theatre Workshop full year, daily Portage Central High 12:00 - 2:00 pm 2 VPAA Koch Y

Theatre Improv and Scriptwriting full year, daily Kal Civic Carver Center 9:30 - 11:30 am 2 VPAA Rafferty Y

Full year Offerings - evening

Music Studio I full year, Tuesday Epic Center 5:30-7:00 or 7:00-8:30 pm 1.0 VPAA Boughton N

Advanced Music Studio full year, Wednesday Epic Center 6:30 - 8:15 pm 1.0 VPAA Boughton N

VISUAL ARTS

Full year Offering - weekends

Studio Art Weekends full year, 

various Saturdays and Sunday

s

Kal. Institute of Arts   8:00 - 5:00 Sat. / 12:00 - 6:00 Sun. 0.5 VPAA Forrest N

Semester Offerings

Advanced 3-D Art 1st semester, daily Kal. Institute of Arts 7:45 - 9:15 am 1 VPAA Forrest Y

Advanced 2-D Art 2nd semester, daily Kal. Institute of Arts 7:45 - 9:15 am 1 VPAA Forrest Y

Semester Offerings - evening

Advanced 2-D Art 1st semester, Wednesday Kal. Institute of Arts 6:30 - 9:00 pm 0.5 VPAA Forrest N

Advanced 3-D Art 2nd semester, Wednesday Kal. Institute of Arts 6:30 - 9:00 pm 0.5 VPAA Forrest N

ONLINE AND BLENDED LEARNING

Semester Offerings

Creative Writing Online 1st semester or 2nd semester Online self-determined 0.5 or 1 VPAA and online requirement Stermer N

Digital Storytelling Online 1st semester or 2nd semester Online self-determined 0.5 or 1 VPAA and online requirement Stermer N

Digital FilmArt 1st semester Online and Monday Evening 6:30 - 8:15 pm 0.5 VPAA and online requirement Wagner N

Digital GraphicArt 1st semester Online and Thursday Evening 6:30 - 8:15 pm 0.5 VPAA and online requirement Wagner N

Digital StudioArt 2nd semester Online and Monday Evening 6:30 - 8:15 pm 0.5 VPAA and online requirement Wagner N

Digital PhotoArt 2nd semester Online and Thursday Eve 6:30 - 8:15 pm 0.5 VPAA and online requirement Wagner N

Education for the Arts

2015-2016 Offerings



Education for the Arts

2015-2016 Curricular Offerings
	Dance

	Credit
	
Course Title
	
Time / Day / Location
	
Description

	1.0-2.0
	Modern/Jazz Dance Studio

(formerly Dance I: Beginning Technique and Choreography)

Offered as:

Full Year or Trimester
	TRIMESTER OFFERINGS:

Loy Norrix – Tri 1, 2 or 3

8:49-9:59 am

Kal Central – Tri 1, 2 or 3
8:49-9:59 am

FULL YEAR OFFERINGS:

Loy Norrix

7:33-8:44 am

Kalamazoo Central

7:33-8:44 am

Comstock High School

1:21-2:35 pm

AFTER SCHOOL OFFERING:

Portage Central High

3:00 – 4:45 pm

Tuesdays/Thursday


	Learn the basic elements and discipline of formal dance technique, exploring classical modern dance, ballet, jazz, hip hop, and cultural dance styles.  Exploration of dance-related subjects will include movement improvisation, composition, and dance history.  Students gain performance skills, learn how to choreograph their own dances and are required to participate in EFA dance concerts each semester.**  They will have the opportunity to take field trips to see live dance concerts and attend master classes.  Students will work with professional dance educators and guest artists.

**Students enrolled in 2nd block, single trimester classes do not have performance opportunities.

	2
	Advanced Dance Company*

(Formerly Dance II: Advanced Technique and Choreography)

Full Year

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Dance I and/or permission of instructor.
	7:45 - 9:00 am

(minimum 80 minutes)
M - F

Dalton Center/WMU
	Learn elements of advanced dance technique with further development of skills in modern, ballet, jazz, hip hop, and various cultural dance forms.  Related class work will focus on the development of choreographic and performance skills; creating and learning dances and building a performance repertory.  Students are required to participate in dance concerts each semester.  They will take field trips to see live dance concerts and attend master classes.  Students will work in the studios of Western Michigan University Department of Dance with professional dance educators and guest artists. Prerequisite: audition, DANCE I and/or permission of instructor.

	1-2


	Integrated Dance/Health/PE

Full Year – VPAA/PE/Health

First Semester – VPAA/PE

2nd Semester – VPAA/Health
	3:00 - 6:00 pm

(minimum 80 minutes)
Monday and Wednesday

Wellspring Studio 19

Epic Center


	This class integrates dance, physical education, and health. First semester students study dance and physical education, earning ½ credit in fine arts and ½ credit in PE. Second semester students will study dance and health, earning ½ credit in health and an additional ½ credit in fine arts. The course affords students opportunities to develop creative skills in dance, explore a variety of lifetime fitness and sports activities, and learn about important diet, nutrition and health-related issues.

	2


	dancEXperiment Lab

Full Year
	9:45-11:15 am

(minimum 80 minutes)
M – F

Location TBA


	Full year project/performance based class for students of any dance ability. Students will learn, create and perform a variety of alternative dance/performance styles such as flash mobs, site specific choreography, public performance art, gallery performance as well as collaboration with other EFA instructors and students who work with video, visual media arts and music. Students will receive basic dance/movement training, learn choreography methods and gain performance skills. Students will also need to be available to participate in public dance performance that take place outside of class time.

	Theatre

	Credit
	
Course Title
	
Time / Day / Location
	
Description

	2
	Advanced Musical Theatre

Full Year
	12:00 - 2:00 pm

(minimum 80 minutes)
M - F

Portage Central High
	Using a workshop approach, students will experience an in-depth study of musical theatre to enhance their appreciation of the genre and improve their practical performance skills in acting, vocal and dance performance.  Mentored by theatre, vocal and dance educators and guest artists, students will explore, perform, and critique various aspects of musical theatre from the past to the present.  Emphasis will be placed on creative and innovative approaches to performing works.

	2
	Theatre Improv and Scriptwriting

Full Year
	9:30 - 11:15 am

(minimum 80 minutes)
M - F

Civic Theatre/Carver Ctr
	Through in-depth study and practice students will learn the basics of improvisation, writing, directing and acting for the stage, as well as integrating image and music into their own theatrical performances. Students work with practicing artists exploring different forms of theatre, from classical to contemporary. These experiences will inform the development of each student’s distinct writing style. Students will participate in a minimum of two class performances and visit area theatres to experience a variety of stage productions.


	Visual Arts

	Credit
	
Course Title
	
Time / Day / Location
	
Description

	1
	Advanced 3-D Art - 

First Semester Only
	7:45 - 9:30 am

M - F

Kal Institute of Arts
	In-depth exploration of advanced 3-D techniques including sculpture, ceramics, modeling, carving and casting processes, using a wide range of materials, creating representational and abstract works. Portfolio preparation and public exhibition opportunities available. Work with a variety of professional artists in modern studio facilities and resources at the KIA.

	1
	Advanced 2-D Art - 

Second Semester Only
	7:45 - 9:30 am

M - F

Kal Institute of Arts
	In-depth exploration of advanced 2-D techniques including drawing and design, printmaking, watercolor, acrylics and other media. Portfolio preparation and public exhibition opportunities available. Work with a variety of professional artists in modern studio facilities and resources at the KIA.


	Digital Media and Video

	Credit
	
Course Title
	
Time / Day / Location
	
Description

	2
	Film and Video Arts

Eastern/Central S.A. and PNHS
	7:45 – 9:15 am 

9:45 – 11:15 am

(minimum 80 minutes)
M - F

Epic Center
	Film & Video Arts introduces students to the creation and study of time-based media in video and film. They work with the latest digital technology in creating a variety of works that help them mold and define their own personal visual style for innovative, artistic communication.

	2
	Film and Video Arts

VHS, SHS, PCHS
	7:40 - 9:00 am

9:29-10:18 am

M - F

Vicksburg High School
	Media Arts introduces students to the creation and study of time-based media in video and film. They work with the latest digital technology in creating a variety of works that help them mold and define their own personal visual style for innovative, artistic communication.

	1-2
	Advanced Video Arts Studio*

One Semester or full year
	12:42 - 1:34 pm

M - F

Vicksburg High School
	Project-based video class for 9-12 grade students who have already taken at least one semester of a video or TV production class. The class will concentrate on individual student films that will be used for portfolio work and entered into video competitions. Students will learn about lighting, sound, directing and advanced filming and editing techniques.  

	3
	Advanced Multimedia Arts*
Full Year
	12:00 - 2:00 pm

(minimum 100 minutes)
M - F

Epic Center
	Continued study of new art forms made possible through the use of new technologies integrating video, music, sound, film, still images, and interactive media. Work individually or in small groups to create time-based and interactive artworks ranging from art for the Internet, interactive video, experimental film, and new media installations/performances.

	2
	Media Arts Creative Suite
Full Year
	7:45 – 9:15 am

(minimum 80 minutes)
M - F

Kalamazoo Valley Community College – 

Center for New Media
	Create artworks using computers as tools and learn how art communicates emotions and ideas. Projects include digital photograph manipulation, art for the Internet, stereo 3D images, digital painting, and combining traditional media with new technologies. 

	*Advanced courses require prerequisite, audition or permission of instructor.


EFA EVENING / WEEKEND / ONLINE LEARNING PROGRAMS
	Evening Classes

	Credit
	Course Title
	Time / Day / Location
	Description

	.5
	Advanced 2-D Art - 

First Semester Only

30 hrs lab time required for credit
	6:30 - 9:00 pm

Wednesday Evenings

Kal. Institute of Arts
	In-depth exploration of advanced 2-D techniques including drawing and design, printmaking, watercolor, acrylics and other media. Portfolio preparation and public exhibition opportunities available. Work with a variety of professional artists in modern studio facilities and resources at the KIA. Tuition paid by EFA, $50 membership/lab materials fee waived for eligible students. Credit may be arranged through high school art or guidance departments. Limit 15 students.

	.5
	Advanced 3-D Art - 

Second Semester Only

30 hrs lab time required for credit
	6:30 - 9:00 pm

Wednesday Evenings

Kal. Institute of Arts
	In-depth exploration of advanced 3-D techniques including sculpture, ceramics, modeling, carving and casting processes, using a wide range of materials, creating representational and abstract works. Portfolio preparation and public exhibition opportunities available. Work with a variety of professional artists in modern studio facilities and resources at the KIA. Tuition paid by EFA, $50 membership/lab materials fee waived for eligible students. Credit may be arranged through high school art or guidance departments. Limit 15 students.

	.5
	Studio Art Weekends

Full Year
	One weekend per quarter

Dates and times TBA

Kal. Institute of Arts

Class will meet on selected Saturdays and Sundays for 15 hours on each of the four weekends.
	Each segment of the class will consist of in-depth exploration of one artistic medium: Metal and Plaster Casting, Glass Blowing, Mixed Media, Jewelry Making Photography, or Oil Painting for examples. Each unit of study and practice will be led by a master artist from the community who specializes in that specific medium or technique. Class sessions will also explore related works selected from the permanent collection or traveling exhibitions at the KIA. Students will develop works in each medium for public exhibition and/or portfolio presentation for post-secondary placement. Previous course work in drawing and design highly recommended.

	1
	Music Studio I

Full Year

Must arrange independent study for credit.
	6:30 - 8:15 pm

Tuesday Evenings

Epic Center
	For beginning music students who read music with low or no proficiency. Students will: 1) Learn to read music and basic music theory (including note identification, key signature, and time signature); 2) Learn basic keyboard skills; 3) Create music in solo and small ensemble settings using instruments, electronic media and recording; 4) Encounter music of many genres and experience and discuss great live performances.

The curriculum and instruction will utilize the latest computer hardware and software in a state-of-the-art technology.

	1
	Advanced Music Studio

Full Year

Must arrange independent study for credit.
	6:30 - 8:15 pm

Thursday Evenings

Epic Center
	For moderate to advanced level music students who read music with moderate proficiency, and know basic music theory. Students will: 1) Expand knowledge of music theory concepts and ear training (including scales, circle of 5ths chords theory, harmonization); 2) Compose music in solo and small ensemble settings using instruments, electronic media and recording; 3) Encounter music of many genres, and experience and discuss great live performances; 4) Explore aspects of careers in music production and support services. The curriculum and instruction will utilize the latest computer hardware and software in a state-of-the-art technology lab.


	Online Classes

	Credit
	Course Title
	Time / Day / Location
	Description

	.5-1
	Creative Writing Online

1st Semester
	Online Course
	Through the study of written works in various forms and the regular practice of writing, students will achieve a better understanding of the creative writing process. Additionally, students will collaborate on a few projects, and will read and critique one another’s work through small group workshops (held through discussion forums). Students will turn in four major creative writing assignments, regular creative writing exercises, three short reflections, a recording of student performing one of their assignments, and an online portfolio.

	.5-1
	Digital Storytelling Online

2nd Semester
	Online Course
	Through the study of digital stories in various forms, students will develop their own stories and share them through various online channels. Students will learn how to use apps, websites, and other tools to create their own work. They will view and critique one another’s work and engage in weekly forum based class discussions. Students will turn in four major storytelling projects, regular annotated photographs, three short reflections, several shorter writing and image based assignments, and an online portfolio.


	Blended Learning / Hybrid Classes

The hybrid class combines online instruction with a once-a-week evening class/lab time at the Epic Center EFA Media Arts Lab.

	Credit
	
Course Title
	
Time / Day / Location
	
Description

	.5
	Digital FilmArt

1st  Semester
	Online

Mondays, Epic Center

6:30-8:15 pm
	Students will be introduced to proper filmmaking and editing techniques and expand their understanding of cinema through in-depth analysis. Students will have hands-on time with professional-grade cameras and editing software. Students will also engage in film theory through viewing and critically assessing works of cinema.

	.5
	Digital GraphicArt

1st  Semester
	Online

Wednesdays, Epic Ctr

6:30-8:15 pm
	The goal of this class is to help students express themselves through graphics, typography and logos. Students will learn about the history of graphics and design principles as they relate to print and digital materials. The students will also have access to professional design software for print and digital mediums.

	.5
	Digital StudioArt

2nd  Semester
	Online

Monday Evening, Epic Center

6:30-8:15 pm
	Digital tools permeate nearly all avenues of media, including such fundamental artistic mediums a drawing and painting. The generations-old techniques once practiced with pencil and paper, brush and canvas, are now increasingly supplemented or even supplanted by pixels and vectors. This class will provide an introduction to the basics of drawing and painting using digital means, in the process also giving them an introduction to the basics of digital imaging using Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator. The course is built around the core elements of visual art, such as line, shape, value, and color with an additional emphasis on learning and using the tools of imaging software.

	.5
	Digital PhotoArt

2nd  Semester
	Online

Wednesday Evening

6:30-8:15 pm
	The Digital PhotoArt class will introduce, enhance and refine students’ ability to express themselves with the aid of digital cameras. Students will learn proper photographic technique, computer enhancement of photos, printing and professional presentation techniques. The students will have a number of assignments ranging from core photography fundamentals to immersive pieces of personal expression. Students will leave class with the beginnings of a portfolio and the knowledge to continue and expand on their work in the future.


	Early Middle College Classes

	Credit
	
Course Title
	
Time / Day / Location
	
Description

	1
	KVCC Adobe Creative Suite – Early Middle College course
1st Semester
	Mondays

1:30-5:20 pm

KVCC Center for New Media
	This course provides an overview of the various processes involved in gathering and arranging written and visual messages and graphic elements to produce the best possible documents for printed and online communication. Emphasis on hands-on experience on Macintosh computers with the industry standard software, Adobe Creative Suites (Illustrator, InDesign, Photoshop) will be explored.


	1
	KVCC Adobe Photoshop – Early Middle College course
2nd Semester
	Mondays

1:30-5:20 pm

KVCC Center for New Media
	This course is an introduction to the manipulation of digital images using Photoshop via the Mac OS. Hands-on scenarios and challenging exercises will give students exposure to scanning techniques, color control, image compositing, typography use, digital painting, web design and automation.



Vicksburg Community Schools

Education for Employment Courses Approved for Merit Academic Credit
	3rd Science Credit – Any EFE state-approved CTE program (regardless of content)

	2nd World Language Credit – Any EFE state-approved CTE program (for 2016-2021 graduates only)

	Arts and Communications Pathway
	Site
	Merit Credit

	Art and Design Career Skills


	Kalamazoo Central High School
	Visual Performing Arts/Applied Arts

4th Related Math

	Digital Video Production 
	Public Media Network/Epic Center
	Visual Performing Arts/Applied Arts

	Photography/Digital Imaging
	Kalamazoo Central High School
	Visual Performing Arts/Applied Arts

	Radio Broadcasting
	Public Media Network/Epic Center
	Visual Performing Arts/Applied Arts

	Business, Management, Marketing and Technology Pathway
	Site
	Merit Credit

	Accounting-College (AP Pilot)
	Comstock High School
	4th Related Math

	Accounting/Finance
	Vicksburg High School
	4th Related Math

	Banking & Finance
	Galesburg-Augusta High School
	4th Related Math

	Business Administration, Management & Operations (BMA)
	Vicksburg High School
	Visual Performing Arts/Applied Arts 

4th Related Math

Online Requirement

	Computer Technology
	Loy Norrix High School
	4th Related Math

	Culinary Arts
	KPS Community Ed Center
	Visual Performing Arts/Applied Arts

4th Related Math

	Hotel, Restaurant & Travel Management
	Portage Central High School
	4th Related Math

	Marketing/Entrepreneurship 
	Portage Central High School
	Visual Performing Arts/Applied Arts 

4th Related Math

	Engineering, Manufacturing, Industrial Technology Pathway
	Site
	Merit Credit

	Automotive Technology
	Loy Norrix High School
	4th Related Math

	Aviation Technology
	Kalamazoo Air Zoo
	4th Related Math

	Computerized Manufacturing
	Vicksburg High School
	Visual Performing Arts/Applied Arts 

4th Related Math

	Construction Trades
	Loy Norrix High School and construction site
	Visual Performing Arts/Applied Arts 

4th Related Math

	Drafting Technology
	Kalamazoo Central High School
	Visual Performing Arts/Applied Arts 

4th Related Math

	Electrical Technology
	Kalamazoo Valley Community College
	4th Related Math

	Electronics & Robotics
	Kalamazoo Central High School
	Visual Performing Arts/Applied Arts 

4th Related Math

	Engineering Design
	Vicksburg High School
	Visual Performing Arts/Applied Arts

4th Related Math

	Furniture & Cabinetmaking
	Portage Northern High School
	Visual Performing Arts/Applied Arts 

4th Related Math

	Heating, Ventilation & Air Conditioning
	Kalamazoo Valley Community College
	4th Related Math

	Principles of Engineering
	Vicksburg High School
	Visual Performing Arts/Applied Arts

4th Related Math

	Welding
	Kalamazoo Valley Community College
	Visual Performing Arts/Applied Arts 

4th Related Math

	Health Sciences Pathway
	Site
	Merit Credit

	Dental Assisting
	Kalamazoo Valley Community College
	See MMC credits at the top of page

	Emergency Medical Technician (EMT)
	Kalamazoo Valley Community College
	See MMC credits at the top of page

	Fundamentals of Health Science  
	Comstock High School
	See MMC credits at the top of page

	Health Science
	Comstock High School
	See MMC credits at the top of page

	Human Services Pathway
	Site
	Merit Credit

	Cosmetology/Barbering
	West MI College of Barbering & Beauty 
	Visual Performing Arts/Applied Arts      

	Law Enforcement
	Comstock High School
	See MMC credits at the top of page

	Teacher Academy
	Gull Lake HS, Loy Norrix HS, Portage Northern HS
	Visual Performing Arts/Applied Arts

	Natural Sciences & Agriscience Pathway
	Site
	Merit Credit

	Animal Science/Wildlife & Natural Resources
	Vicksburg High School
	2nd Science

	Animal Technology
	Vicksburg High School
	2nd Science 

	Conservation Biology (formerly Out of the Wild)
	Kalamazoo Nature Ctr (Heronwood Field Station)
	2nd Science 

	Veterinary Science
	Vicksburg High School
	2nd Science 


EDUCATION FOR EMPLOYMENT

2015-16 Curricular Offerings/Course Schedule
ARTS AND COMMUNICATION PATHWAY
	CREDIT
	COURSE

TITLE
	TIME

LOCATION
	DESCRIPTION

	2
	Art & Design Career Skills
	7:33–9:15 am
1:10-2:20 pm
Kalamazoo Central HS
	Students develop visual literacy skills and techniques, as well as explore the many different career possibilities in the field of art.  Some of the visual literacy training includes lessons in composition, the meaning of colors theory, the meaning of shapes theory, drawing skills, design skills, and understanding design theory. The course explores many different media, including traditional and digital. Speakers and recruiters from leading national art colleges will explain the many different careers and their training paths.  Students develop skills in computer design, illustration, fashion design and graphic techniques, animation, interior design and the graphic arts.  The development of a professional art portfolio is a major focus of the class. This program seeks to prepare students for an art career.  Students may take this course for two years.  

*Potential for articulated credits with Baker College, Davenport University, Ferris State University, and  Kalamazoo Valley Community College
*4th Related Math and Visual, Performing and Applied Arts Credit

*Taught at Kalamazoo Central High School

	2
	Digital Video Production
	12:15- 1:45 pm
Kalamazoo Public Media Network at the Epic Center.
	This course provides students with entry-level skills in the expanding field of digital production: corporate video departments, broadcast television stations, advertising agencies, etc. This course emphasizes the skills and work ethic needed for these exciting careers. Areas of study and practice will focus on documentaries, educational programming, and television journalism projects. This class provides students with the opportunity to enter local and national competitions as well as airing student work on PMN stations.  All these skills revolve around the use of proper techniques to produce high-quality video and audio using digital technology.  Whether you want to see your name in lights or scrolling by in the end credits, this course will teach you how to use technology to communicate effectively with the audience.  LIGHTS - CAMERA and YOU!  Students may take this course for two years.
*Potential for articulated credits with Davenport University and Ferris State University
*Visual Performing and Applied Arts Credit

*Taught at Public Media Network at the Epic Center

	2
	Photography/Digital Imaging
	10:04-11:19 am
1:10-2:20 pm
Kalamazoo Central HS
	This course provides students with entry-level skills in basic black and white 35 mm photography and digital imaging. This course also covers traditional darkroom techniques along with introductory professional training in computer imaging. Adobe Photoshop and other appropriate applications are an integral part of the digital imaging sections of the curriculum.  Students may also learn alternative process techniques, photojournalism, studio photography, photographing people and landscapes and night photography. Other course topics include photo restoration, the photograph as art and photographs in advertising.  In addition, students will learn how to mount, mat, and display their various photographic assignments.  Students may take this course for two years.  

*Potential for articulated credits with Davenport University and Ferris State University 

*Visual Performing and Applied Arts Credit

*Taught at Kalamazoo Central High School

	2
	Radio Broadcasting
	7:45-9:15 am
Epic Center
	This course is ideal for students who want to work in the field of radio broadcasting. Students will gain work experience on a student-run and -managed radio station, 89.9 FM WKDS.  This course explores all aspects of the radio broadcasting industry including radio production, being an on-air personality, marketing, sales, promotion, engineering, writing for radio news and the history of the industry.  Students may take this course for two years.  

*Potential for articulated credits with Ferris State University
* Visual Performing & Applied Arts Credit
*Taught at Public Media Network at the Epic Center.


ARTS AND COMMUNICATION PATHWAY COURSES AT VHS
Art I


Creative Writing


Yearbook


3-D Sculpture
Photography

BMA I



2-D Drawing

Web Graphics

Debate


Web-Page Dev.
BUSINESS, MANAGEMENT, MARKETING AND TECHNOLOGY PATHWAY
	CREDIT
	COURSE

TITLE
	TIME

LOCATION
	DESCRIPTION

	1
	Accounting I, II, III
	TBD Vicksburg HS
	See course descriptions 

	1
	Accounting- College
	7:35-8:35 am

Comstock HS 
	This college-level course is for the student who has a strong interest in the financial and managerial aspects of business, is committed to independently reading a college-level textbook and completing rigorous homework assignments.  Students learn through an integrated approach how businesses plan for and evaluate their operating, financing, and investing decisions and how accounting systems gather and provide data to internal and external decision makers.  Topics include an introduction to accounting, accounting information systems, time value of money, and accounting for merchandising firms, sales and receivables, fixed assets, debt and equity.  Other topics include statement of cash flows, financial ratios, cost-volume profit analysis and variance analysis.
* The goal of the Accounting Pilot and Bridge Project (APBP) is to get the College Board to add Accounting to its AP Curriculum.  More broadly, the project aims to provide a course that “attracts high-quality students, prepares them for the academic rigor of the college/university accounting curriculum, and gives them a clear understanding of the roles accounting professionals play in business and society.”  To learn more about the project’s status and potential college credits go to:  http://accountingpilot.com/.

*Potential for articulated credits with Kansas State University

*4th Related Math Credit

*Taught at Comstock High School

	2
	Banking and Finance
	7:35-8:29 am
Galesburg-Augusta HS
	This course provides students with a background in customer service, personal finance, budgeting, investment planning, and business financial management. Students gain exposure to the various career options in the field. They learn how the financial decisions that they make today affect their future.

*Potential for articulated credits with Davenport University

*4th Related Math Credit

*Taught at Galesburg-Augusta High School

	1
	BMA: Business Administration Management and Operations I 
	TBD
Vicksburg HS
	See course descriptions

	1
	BMA: Business Administration Management and Operations II
	TBD
Vicksburg HS
	See course descriptions



	2
	Computer Technology I
(Comp TIA A+ Certification)
	7:35-9:35 am
Loy Norrix, IT Academy 
	This course is designed to provide students with the knowledge and skills necessary to pursue a career in the computer tech industry. Material covered will be aligned specifically with the Comp TIA A+ Essentials exam and Comp TIA A+ Practical Application exam which are the two exams necessary to earn Comp TIA’s A+ certificate. A+ certification is required by most employers in the IT/computer repair industry.  There will be a significant amount of hands-on experience including maintaining, upgrading, troubleshooting, and repairing computers, computer components and software. 

*Potential for articulated credits with Baker College, Davenport University and Kalamazoo Valley Community College 
*4th Related Math 
*Taught at Loy Norrix High School

	2
	Computer Technology II
	TBD

Loy Norrix IT Academy
	The second-year course concentrates on the requirements of the CompTIA Network+ and CompTIA Security+ certifications, which are industry-recognized standards for technicians pursuing a career in network administration/implementation, data center management, and data security.  A growing number of high tech firms and companies dealing with the Federal Government are requiring Security+ certification for their IT staff.  Study will focus on all aspects of computer network technologies, network & data security, implementation, maintenance, and troubleshooting.  Successful completion of Computer Tech I and teacher approval required.

*Taught at Loy Norrix High School

	2
	Culinary Arts
	7:45-9:15 am

9:45-11:15 am

Kalamazoo Public Schools Community Education Center
	Students taking this course will learn the fundamentals of cooking and baking as well as the science of food safety, the fundamentals and science of food handling, food prep and service, sanitation and safety, maintenance of tools and equipment and nutritional guidelines. Students also develop the cooking and baking skills necessary to be successful in the culinary industry.  The course will emphasize creative, hands-on food preparation in a fully equipped kitchen, as well as professionalism and work habits required in this industry. Students will have the opportunity to receive work-based training such as job shadowing, field trips and other capstone experiences at area restaurants. The curriculum includes the National Food Industry standards for the ServSafe Certification, an industry credential that verifies that an applicant entering the workforce has the necessary skills for employment.  

*Potential for articulated credits with Culinary Institute of Michigan (Baker College), Davenport University, and Ferris State University
*4th Related Math and Visual Performing and Applied Arts Credit
*Taught at Maple Street Magnet School for the Arts

	2
	Hotel, Restaurant, and Travel Management
	7:45-9:32 am
9:37-11:27 am
Portage Central High School
	This course provides students with a basic understanding of the hospitality industry and related careers. In addition to course work, students will participate in job shadowing experiences and will have the opportunity to participate in DECA.  DECA prepares emerging leaders and entrepreneurs in marketing, finance, hospitality and management.  This course also provides students with an opportunity for a behind-the-scenes tour of Disney World in Orlando, Florida.  Hotel, Restaurant and Travel Management (HRTM) is one of America’s fastest-growing industries.  Areas of study in this program include lodging and restaurant operations/management; travel and tourism planning; food and beverage management; and event and meeting planning.

*Potential for articulated credits with Baker College, Davenport University, Ferris State University
*4th Related Math Credit
*Taught at Portage Central High School


BUSINESS, MANAGEMENT, MARKETING AND TECHNOLOGY PATHWAY COURSES AT VHS

Introduction to Business




Accounting

Business Management/Entrepreneurship


Marketing
Business Law





Sports Marketing
BMA I






Web-Page Development

Web Graphics

ENGINEERING/MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY PATHWAY
	CREDIT
	COURSE

TITLE
	TIME

LOCATION
	DESCRIPTION

	2
	Automotive Technology
	7:33-9:30 am 
Loy Norrix HS
	This National Automotive Technician Education Foundation (NATEF) certified program covers these areas of automotive service:  engine, brakes, electrical & electrical systems, steering & suspension, auto & manual transmissions and air conditioning.  Students may have the opportunity to become state certified, as well as to earn credit towards completion of an associate degree or other post-secondary training.  Students may take this course for two years.

*Potential for articulated credits with Baker College, Kalamazoo Valley Community College and University of Northwestern Ohio

*4th Related Math Credit

*Taught at Comstock and Loy Norrix High Schools

	2
	Aviation Technology


	7:45-9:15am 
Kalamazoo Air Zoo
	Students in this course are dually enrolled and have the opportunity to earn college credit through Kellogg Community College (KCC) in addition to high school credit. The KCC aviation coursework is part of a bridge agreement with Western Michigan University, College of Aviation and is delivered as on-line courses. Wrap-around instruction is provided by EFE to insure student success at the college level. This program is designed to introduce students to every aspect of the aviation industry and is intended for students with an interest in pursu​ing any career related to aviation. Students will develop a broad knowl​edge base in subject areas ranging from evolution of airplanes and commercial aviation, flight operations, weather, airspace, navigation, regulations, and aircraft systems. Students have the opportunity to interact with industry experts and visit leaders in the field of aviation for career exploration. The program will feature many hands-on labs culminating in a competition using hovercrafts the students build together. Students may take this course for two years.

*Potential for articulated credits with Baker College and Northwestern Michigan College
Dual Enrollment at Kellogg Community College - 4 College Credits 1st year; 4 credits 2nd year

*4th Related Math Credit

*Taught at Kalamazoo Air Zoo

	2-2 hours

1-1 hour
	Computerized Manufacturing I, II
	7:40-9:00 am 
1:38-2:29 pm
Vicksburg HS 
	See course descriptions

This course may be taken for 2 years.

	2
	Construction

Trades
	7:45-10:30 am
Loy Norrix HS and a construction site
	This course exposes students to several aspects of the construction industry including site, layout, carpentry, electrical, masonry, plumbing, heating, plastering, painting, and other construction skill areas.  Both male and female students will enjoy the hands-on training experience in remodeling and/or new construction of a home that this course has to offer.  Classroom training is also an important component of the class.  Students interested in this course should understand basic concepts of measurement and mathematics and be able to work indoors or outdoors.  Students may take this course for two years.   Taught in connection with Kalamazoo Valley Habitat for Humanity Program.
*Potential for articulated credits with Kalamazoo Valley Community College

*4th Related Math and Visual Performing and Applied Arts Credit

*Taught at Loy Norrix High School and a construction site.

	2
	Drafting Technology
	7:33-9:10 am
Kalamazoo Central HS
	This program teaches CAD (Computer-Aided Drafting) and students develop specific skills to help prepare them for the world of work or post-secondary education. Students will use high-tech software to create their own designs. Students may choose either architectural drafting or mechanical drafting (pre-engineering). 

Architectural Drafting 

Using a hands-on approach, students are given the opportunity to use their creativity and imagination to design residential and commercial structures. Exercises include hand and CAD 2D and 3D drafting to design residential and commercial building floor plans, sections and el​evations which are typical to those used by contractors. Green Architec​ture, design concepts, and professional vocabulary will be emphasized. Students may take this course for three years. 

Mechanical Drafting 

Use of standard drafting technique will be developed; geometrical construction, orthographic projection, auxiliary views, section views, and dimensioning practices will be emphasized. Students will focus on design and assembly of 3D parametric models, assembling parts together, creating 2D working drawings and adding animation to their assemblies. Designs will come to life using the 3D prototype machine, CNC router and laser cutter with students learning basic machining operations. Students may take this course for two years. 

*Potential for articulated credits with Baker College, Davenport University, Kalamazoo Valley Community College

*4th Related Math Credit and Visual Performing & Applied Arts Credit

*Taught at Kalamazoo Central High School

	2
	Electrical Technology
	12:00-2:40 pm, MW
KVCC
	Students in this course are dually enrolled and have the opportunity to earn college credit through Kalamazoo Valley Community College.  This course provides instruction and training in the areas of applied electricity, residential wiring and code, and safety and first aid. Students will learn basic electrical theory and practices as well as wiring theory and gain lab experience. Upon successful completion of this course, the student should have the knowledge and ability to wire a residence according to the national electrical code. Throughout the program, students gain valuable practical experience working on residential, commercial, and industrial wiring. Students interested in this class should enjoy working with mathematical formulas and algebraic concepts.  

*Dual enrollment at Baker College and Kalamazoo Valley Community College – 7 College Credits
*4th Related Math Credit

*Taught at KVCC

	2
	Electronics and Robotics 
	7:35-9:10a.m. 
11:54-1:04 a.m.
1:10-2:20 p.m. 
Kalamazoo Central HS
	This is an excellent course for students to use their creativity to solve problems and figure out how things work. A hands-on approach will introduce students to concepts and skills in current and emerging technical fields. The course features high-tech equipment and programs in a student-centered classroom. Projects challenge and engage students’ minds to provide a strong foundation that could launch them into engineering or other high-tech careers such as alternative energies, robotics and automated systems, optics, biomedical, and nanotechnology.  Students may take this course for two years. 

*Potential for articulated credits with Baker College, Davenport University, and Kalamazoo Valley Community College.
*4th Related Math and Visual Performing and Applied Arts Credit
*Taught at Kalamazoo Central High School

	2
	Engineering Design
	9:29-10:18 or 11:47-12:41
Vicksburg HS
	See course description

	2
	Furniture and Cabinetmaking
	7:43-9:30 a.m.
1:00-2:50 a.m.
Portage Northern HS
	This course provides students with hands-on experience in the production of furniture and cabinetry. Students will complete projects designed to develop skills in group production, project design and layout, frameless construction using the 32mm system, techniques in joinery machine maintenance and use, wood identification and properties, wood turning, computer numerically controlled mill/lathe programming and use, fixture design and fabrication, and millwork.  Students may take this course for two years. Second-year students will focus on advanced wood techniques that will incorporate the interests and needs of area industries and the individual interest of the student.  

*Potential for articulated credits with Michigan Career & Technical Institute

*4th Related Math and Visual Performing and Applied Arts Credit

*Taught at Portage Northern High School

	2
	Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC)
	12:30-2:30 p.m., M-TH
KVCC
	Students in this course are dually enrolled and have the opportunity to earn KVCC college credit in addition to high school credit.  This course provides instruction and training in the areas of heating, ventilation, air conditioning and refrigeration as well as the design, installation, and servicing of HVAC/R systems. HVAC prepares students for a technical career upon completion.  

*Dual enrollment at Kalamazoo Valley Community College – 12 College Credits.
*4th Related Math Credit

*Taught at KVCC

	1
	Principles of Engineering
	12:44 – 1:33 pm
Vicksburg HS
	See course description

	2
	Welding
	7:40-9:00 a.m.
KVCC
	Students in this course are dually enrolled and have the opportunity to earn college credit from Kalamazoo Valley Community College in addition to high school credit. Students must follow all requirements of a dual-enrolled program. Students learn to weld with the most advanced welding processes used today. Content includes the basic safe operation of the ox-fuel welding, cutting, and brazing systems. Students also receive training in the basic electric arc welding processes, SMAW (arc), GMAW (mig), and equipment setup, selection and operation. Blueprint reading for welders, welding symbols and basic welder’s trade math are included to prepare the student for employment in the welding trade.

*Potential for articulated credits with Baker College and Ferris State University

*Dual enrollment at Kalamazoo Valley Community College – 6 College Credits  

*4th Related Math and Visual Performing and Applied Arts Credit
*Taught at KVCC


ENGINEERING/MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY PATHWAY COURSES AT VHS
Computerized Manufacturing


Engineering Design I, II, III
Principles of Engineering
HEALTH SCIENCES PATHWAY
	CREDIT
	COURSE TITLE
	TIME/LOCATION
	DESCRIPTION

	2
	Dental Assisting
	1:00-3:40 pm
KVCC and local dental offices
	Students choosing this program will be dually enrolled through Kalamazoo Valley Community College (KVCC) and can earn both high school and college credit for the course. Students will need to meet the college’s entrance expectations, as well as having their schedule open to extended class times and the college’s calendar. Enrollment in the EFE Dental Assisting program begins a preferred relationship with the KVCC Dental Hygiene program that could later impact a student’s acceptance into the KVCC program. 

The course prepares students to become dental assistants. Students will learn the fundamental knowledge and skills of dental anatomy, physiology, terminology, dental materials, chairside assisting, sterilization, radiology, laboratory and clinical procedures. Second semester incorporates an internship held in KVCC’s Dental clinic and local dental offices.

*Potential for articulated credits with Kalamazoo Valley Community College

*3rd Science Credit

*Taught at KVCC and local dental offices

	2
	Emergency Medical Technician 
	1:00-3:20 pm 
KVCC
	Students in this class are dually enrolled and have the opportunity to earn both high school and college credit.  Students must follow all requirements of a dual-enrolled program.  Basic EMT provides students with instruction in basic emergency medical technology.  The EMT course is a study of the topics and skills necessary to make lifesaving interventions and stabilize patients during transport to a medical facility.  The course involves lecture and practical skills labs and introduces the clinical component of EMT education, the minimum level of training required for work on a transporting ambulance.  Second semester students will complete clinical hours with a local ambulance service and healthcare agencies.  Upon successful completion of this course, students are eligible to sit for the national Registry Basic EMT licensing examination.

*Dual enrollment at Kalamazoo Valley Community College - 9 college credits

*3rd Science Credit

*Taught at KVCC

	2
	Fundamentals of Health Science 
	9:45-11:15 am 
Comstock HS
	The Fundamentals of Health Science program is ideal for students interested in exploring healthcare careers. Instruction will provide the skills and knowledge (both academic and technical) necessary to pursue entry level, advanced certification and/or a two-year degree. Special emphasis is on physiology, anatomy, medical terminology, patient assessment/vital signs, infection control, medical ethics, job-related safety, CPR, first aid and communication. Students should be dependable, well motivated, and show a sincere interest in health care.  

*Potential for articulated credits with Baker College, Davenport University, Ferris State University, and Kalamazoo Valley Community College

*3rd Science Credit

*Taught at Comstock High School

	3
	Health Science 
	9:45- 11:15 am
Comstock HS
	This course introduces the student to health care, with an emphasis on core skills and knowledge applicable to many professional health care disciplines. The curriculum integrates anatomy and physiology, medical terminology, and basic care skills through practical applications found in the health care setting. Students will investigate career choices through workplace observations. Students should enjoy working at a fast pace and be considering a healthcare career requiring a minimum of four years of post-secondary education.  

*Potential for articulated credits with Baker College, Davenport University, Ferris State University, and, Kalamazoo Valley Community College

*3rd Science Credit

*Taught at Comstock High School

	3
	Professional Health Science 
	12:45-2:15 pm 
Comstock HS and local healthcare partnerships
	Professional Health Science provides advanced training and experience in the healthcare field. This course includes internship experiences and enrollment in advanced skill mini courses such as phlebotomy, electrocardiography, patient care assistance and exercise science/sports medicine. Students successfully completing CPR/AED and medical terminology instruction may receive articulated college credit.  This second-year course represents the most advanced level of study in the health science program. Students applying to the program must meet specific achievement and performance prerequisites within either Health Science or Fundamentals of Health Science before gaining admission.  

*Taught at Comstock High School and local healthcare partnerships


HEALTH SCIENCES PATHWAY COURSES AT VHS

Family Living/Child Development

Personal Living

Nutrition

Psychology



AP Psychology

HUMAN SERVICES PATHWAY
	CREDIT
	COURSE

TITLE
	TIME

LOCATION
	DESCRIPTION

	3
	Cosmetology or Barbering
	12:30-4:30 pm  
West Michigan College of Barbering and Beauty 
	This is a state-certified program of instruction designed to prepare students to become a licensed professional cosmetologist or barber. Michigan’s cosmetology course includes 1,500 clock hours (barbering includes 2,000) of mandatory attendance. In order to complete this requirement, students must be committed to attending the program during an extended day all through their junior and senior years and the summer that falls between. Students not meeting this requirement during their EFE enrollment will need to complete the program at their own expense. Upon successful completion of this prerequisite, students will be prepared to take their Michigan State Board Exam.
*Potential for articulated credits with Ferris State University
*Visual Performing & Applied Arts Credit

*Cosmetology Licensure available

*Taught at West Michigan College of Barbering and Beauty

	2
	Law Enforcement I
	9:45-11:15 am 
Comstock HS 

	This unique program features a Kalamazoo Public Safety officer as the instructor and also includes numerous Public Safety Professionals as guest speakers from throughout the field including local, state, county and federal officials.

Law Enforcement I introduces students to the many different careers available within the field.  The program emphasizes the knowledge, skills, and ethics needed to be a successful police/fire academy recruit.  Areas of study include criminal law, patrol procedures, fire ground operations, first aid/CPR/AED certifications, defensive tactics, crime scene investigation, and oral & written communication skills.  The program follows MCOLES and police academy standards, as well as current college curriculum.

*Potential for articulated credits with Baker College, Davenport University, and Kalamazoo Valley Community College

*Taught by a Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety Law Enforcement Officer at the Comstock High School

	2
	Law Enforcement II
	12:45-2:15 pm 
Comstock HS and local internship sites 
	Law Enforcement II deepens students’ understanding of criminal procedures and improves their written and oral communication skills. Eligible students will intern with local public safety agencies during second semester, where they will apply the knowledge, skills, and ethics learned to real world situations. 
*Potential for articulated credits with Baker College, Davenport University, Ferris State University, and Kalamazoo Valley Community College

*Taught by a Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety Law Enforcement Officer at Comstock High School

	2
	Teacher Academy 
	
	The Teacher Academy is designed to introduce students to the various careers in the Education and Training Career Cluster.  Students participate in a field-based internship that provides students with hands-on experience working in a prekindergarten, elementary or middle school classroom.  In addition, students will learn the necessary background knowledge of child development and principles of effective teaching through a hybrid program of learning which may include online assignments, class meetings, extended research projects, field trips and interviews. Students work under the joint direction of an EFE instructor and exemplary teachers in their area of interest as they learn to plan and direct instruction for individuals and groups, develop materials, assist with record keeping and complete other responsibilities of teachers and other school personnel.
*Potential for articulated credits with Central Michigan University
*Visual Performing & Applied Arts Credit

*Hybrid class taught online, one day a week at area high schools and four days a week at area  prekindergarten, elementary and middle schools


HUMAN SERVICES PATHWAY COURSES AT VHS

Psychology




Nutrition

Human Issues




Personal Living

Family Living/Child Development

NATURAL RESOURCES AND AGRISCIENCE PATHWAY

	CREDIT
	COURSE

TITLE
	TIME

LOCATION
	DESCRIPTION

	2
	Animal Tech
	7:41 – 9:24 am 
Vicksburg HS
	See descriptions

	2
	Conservation Biology
(formerly Out of the Wild)
	7:45-9:15 am
Heronwood Field Station
	This program introduces students to the exciting careers in Natural Resource Conservation and Wildlife Biology.  This laboratory/field based course involves hands-on learning of ecological science, animal and plants studies (i.e. behavior, identification), job shadowing and field trips.  This course will have special emphasis on skills and technology used in this profession.  Student will have direct contact with natural resource conservationists and wildlife biologists in this field of study. They will attain the skills necessary to obtain employment in various careers Natural Resource Conservation and Wildlife Biology.
*Potential for articulated credits with Davenport University

*Taught at Heronwood Field Station

	2
	Veterinary Science
	7:45-9:15 am 
Vicksburg HS
	During the first semester, students will focus on anatomy, medical terminology, hematology, animal breeds, animal health and care, restraint and handling, veterinary lab procedures and parasitology. The second semester will combine continued classroom instruction on specific skills with field work in area veterinary clinics. This program will introduce students to and help prepare students for various jobs in the field of veterinary medicine.  

*Potential for articulated credits with Davenport University

*3rd Science Credit

*Taught at Vicksburg High School


NATURAL RESOURCES AND AGRISCIENCE PATHWAY COURSES AT VHS

Environmental Chemistry

Physics



Chemistry


Companion Animals

Survey of Animal Science

Horticulture


Wildlife/Natural Resources

Anatomy



Physiology


Environmental Science

AP Biology


AP Chemistry


AP Physics


AP Environmental Science
Work-Based Learning

Cooperative Education (Co - Op)

Cooperative Education is an opportunity for students to “earn while they learn.”  Co - op is a method of instruction, through written cooperative arrangements between school and employers, providing students with an opportunity to extend their Career/Technical Education preparation beyond the classroom.

Students who have completed at least 50% of an Education for Employment class can gain valuable work experience, while earning both money and high school credit.  It’s a great opportunity to increase awareness of the broad spectrum of occupations in an area of interest, and practice teamwork in the real working world while developing positive work attitudes and habits.

Participating students shall:

· Be employed in a coordinator-approved work setting,
· Work 10-15 hours per week in class-related, legal employment,
· Receive release time from school, school credit, on-the-job training, and pay, and
· Will be evaluated every marking period by his/her employer.

Prerequisite:  EFE/CTE related class.  Successful completion of 50% and continued concurrent enrollment or EFE/CTE completer status.

Note:
Students are not to be officially enrolled in co - op until the Co - op Coordinator has approved their application and job site.  Additionally, employment is subject to forces outside of the control of the school district, therefore employment cannot be guaranteed.  For these reasons, it is recommended that students maintain a full schedule of classes until all conditions are met.

Theatre Technology Internship 
Students will work alongside theatre professionals in the areas of scenic construction, lighting/sound/special effects design, costume design, properties design, scenic painting, stage management, and box office management. The course explores all aspects of technical theatre. A once-a-week seminar enhances studies. 3-5 pm extended day.

*Taught at Kalamazoo Civic Theatre

Registered Apprenticeship 

Employers sponsor students through the Federal Bureau of Apprenticeship Training for a skilled trade.  During the apprenticeship period (two to four years, depending upon the occupation), the student combines on-the-job training at the company with related classroom instruction at school.  Upon high school graduation, courses are continued at a post-secondary institution. While in this apprenticeship, the student will: 

· Be employed in a coordinator-approved work setting,
· Work 10-15 hours per week in class-related, legal employment,
· Receive release time from school, school credit, on-the-job training, and pay while earning a journey person’s card, and
· Will be evaluated every marking period by his/her employer.
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Career Pathways	3-8


Arts and Communication; Business, Management, Marketing and Technology; Engineering/Manufacturing and Industrial Technology; Health Sciences; Human Services; Natural Resources and Agriscience
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